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suying that the management was overdone.
I have said here, by interjection, that men
like Mr. Hamilton have outlived their use-
fulness. They ought to have been pensioned
off long ago. If Mr. Hamilton dies to-mor-
row, the Great Boulder Mine would not know
he was dead, but would go on just the same.
If we could get amalgamation and increased
efficiency of management, it would be a great
thing for our goldfields. Most of the mine
managers are being paid £5,000, £4,000, or
£3.000 a year, whereas one man could look
after all the mines if they were properly
organised. I am pleased to see that the Gov-
ernment intend to go on with the Esperance
railway, which has been promised for the
last 25 years. The 60 miles northwards were
built, but that length was useless unless
continued to Norseman and thus connected
with the ruilway system of Australia right
through to Rockhampton in Queensland. The
Covernor’s Speech does not refer to the san-
dalwood question, which has caused much
nneasiness in my electorate. Residents in the
North-East Provinee are very sore about
that matter, However, we have the assur-
ance of the Government that it will be recti-
fied at the end of the year. Mr. Dodd said
that one Government or House should not
vontrol the destinies of the State. If Mr.
Dodd were here, T would remind lim that
when he was returned fo this Chamber he
was pledged by the Labour platform o work
for its abolition.'

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I think what Mr.
Dodd said that wnless the initiative and
referendum were introduced, he was not in
favour of a single Chamber.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: The initiative and
referendum are in the air. Mr. Burvill sug-
gested that training camps in England would
be suitable for the migrants. The migrants
are f{rained in England for about three
weeks I helieve; but it is done in a ecamp in
the town.  There are no hig trees to cut
down and when these people come out they
are nol suitable for clearing work. If
we get 50 per cent. of suceesses among the
migrants, we shall be doing admirahly well.
It is an uphill game, and not too many Aus-
tralians would take it on, although they are
born and bred in the place and know the
ups and downs of the game, T think the
Address-in-reply debate is to some extent a
waste of time. Two or three days onght to
do it and members ought to confine them-
gelves to about 20 minutes instead of tryving
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to put ap records in the way of lengthy
speeches,

On motion by Hon, W. H. Kitson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to annonnce
that 1 have nominated the member for
Menzies (Mr. Panton), the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo), and the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. l.ambert) as temporary
Chairmen of Committees during this session.

QUESTIONS (2)—APPRENTICES AND
TRADESMEN.

Railway Department.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, How many journeymen trades-
men are employed at the Midland Junetion
workshops? 2, How many apprentices are
being trained? 3, What is the number al-
lowable? 4, How many journevmen are em-
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ployed in tbe Way and Works branch? 5,
What is the number of apprenfices being
trained? 6, What is the number allowable?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Railways) replied: 1, 675. 2, 227. 3, 327,
4, 104. 5, Apprentices are not employed in
this hranch., 8§, 52.

State Implement Works end Public Works,

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many journeymen trades-
men are employed in the State Iuoplement
Works? 2, What is the number of appren-
tices being trained? 3, What is the number
allowable? 4, What is the number of jour-
nevimen employed in the Public Works
workshops? 5, What is the number of ap-
prentices being trained? 6, What is the
number altawable?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1,103. 2, 25 3, 34. 4,42 5,8 6, 13.
The shortage is mainly eaused by the fluctua-
tion of work. Tn departments where any
security of permanency can be estimated the
nummber of apprentices will be brought up
to the number allowed under the various
awards.

QUESTION—TRAFTIC.
’Bus Routes Advisory Commiltee.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What are the constitution and
personnel of the Bus Routes Advisory Com-
mittee? 2,\Vhat are the functions of the
committee? 3, Do the decisions of the com-
mittee override the powers of the Minister
under the Traffic Act? 4, Has lhe any ob-
jeetion to the Press being admitted during
the deliberations of the commitiee?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Representative of the Tramway Depart-
ment {Mr. E. Shillington), representative
of the Railway Department (Mr. E. G.
Backshall}, representative of the Police De-
pariment (Mr. C. Treadgold), representa-
tive of the Metropolitan Loeal Authorities
(Mr. 8. T. Fletcher), representaiive of the
Motor Transport Association (Mr. J. C.
Trvine), representative of the Public Works
Derartment (Mr. A. E. Sanderson). 2, To
receive and consider all applications made
for licenses for motor buses to ply over
routes and to give especial consideration te
the question 2s to whether the public are
already reasonably well served; and also to
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advise when a rouie is definped how many
motor buses should be allowed to ply for
hire thereon. (Vide Subsection F' of Sec-
tion 14 of the Traffie Act) 3, No. 4, As it is
an advisory committee only, it is considered to
be undesirable that the Press should be ad-
mitted when the committee 15 sitting.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second KHeading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P, Collier—Boul-
der) [4.27] in moving the second reading
said: This is a small Bill, which seeks to
amend the Land Tax and Income Tax Act
of last year. Tt has been rendered neces-
sary because of an oversight on the last day
of the session when the Bill was finally
passed. For some years prior to 1922 land
tax and income tax were collected in one
instalment for the year. After the agree-
ment was made with the Commonwealth
Government for the combined collection of
the taxes, provision for the collection in
one payment yearly, as in the Land Tax
Assessment Aect, was made. BSince 1922
we have been ecollecting the tax in one
amount, to bring our legislation into line
with the Commonwealth Aet, which also
provided for the paymeni in one instal-
ment. This provision has been made annu-
ally in the taxing Aet, but last year whilst
we made provision for the collection in one
payment, we overlooked the fact that it
wonld not be necessary to have any taxing
Bill this year, for last year we passed the
tax as for two years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Let us go all
over it again.

The PREMIER: Last year we only made
provision for the collection of the tax in
one instalment. It is now necessary to add
the few words eontained in this Bill to Sec-
tion 7 of the Act of last year to enable us
to colleet the tax in the manner in which
we have been doing it for the past three
vears. I hope there will be no opposition
to this little Bill.

Mr. Latham: We might reconsider the
whole thing if we amend the Act.

The PREMIER: There is onlv the one
point to consider, the ecollection of the tax.

Hon. G. Taylor: Or whether we do not
collect it. :

The PREMIER: Whether we colleet it
in one instalment or in two equal half-
yearly payments.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: This brings us
infu line with the Commonwealtl .et.

The PREMIER: Yes. It is very desir-
able that this should he done, oiherwise
we shall be at a disadvantage, Although
we may be able to get out vur assessments,
we shall not be able to coilect a consider-
able amount of revenuwe which should come
to us this year. and we may, thereture, o
behind.

Mr. Latham: There will bhe no Blst of
December exeuse Lhis vear, Lor the assess-
ments will he out earlier.

The PREMIER: The Bill brings as into
e with the Commanwealth Aef, and 1
hupe the House will pass it. The Comuis-
sioner ol Taxation will then be alle to issue
his assessments at once. We want to be
able o get them out early so that we may
be able to get in all the revenue that be-
laies to this year.

Hon, . Taxlor: We «hall be in the sume
position as we were last vear.

The PREMIER : Yes.

That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

I move—

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham [442]:  This Bill mereely continues
whal we have been doing.  \s the Taxation
Departiments are amalgamated it is advisable
we shonld fall into line a~ far as possible
with Federal methods. 1n the past we have
had o Land and Ineone Tax Bill each ses-
sionn, which meant that notices eould not go
ont until the Bill had been pasced. This
vear we are not to have the pleasure of con-
=idering a taxation measure.

The PPremier: The pleasure?

Hon, Siv JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know why the Premier did not bring such
¢ Bill down as usnal.

The Premicr: Berause Jast year we made
provision [or the {ax for two years,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T know,
and it is the first time in owr history that
it lins heen done.

The Premier: 1t was a very wise pro-
vision,

Tlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELI: There is
Lo reason why the Prewmier should not have
bronght down such a Bill.

The Premier: It irritates mwembers to be
dixens=ing taxation every yvar.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Qur tax-
ation is very high. 1 hoped, as a resuli of
the Commission that is sitfing, that it might
PFave been possible for the Premiec 1o have
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brought down an amending measure belore
the session closed.

The Minister for Lands: Yon bhad better
not say that. It may influence the position
in Alelbourne.

Hon. ®ir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 said in
my evidenee hetfore the Commission that we
could not be expected to tax our people up
to 4s. 3d. 1n the pound in order to meet our
ordinary expenses, when other States under
I'ederation are taxing at one-third of that
amount. 1L is one of the great arguments
on onr side. In the eircumstances, 1 do not
oppose the Bill. 1t is barely September and
only three months of the year have gone.
When the Bill passes, the Cowmmissioner,
atter getting in his returns, will be able to
issue his assessments.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) (4.43]:
We can only Jdeal with the pariicnlar clanse
of the Rill belore vs. [ feel rather disap-
pointed. 1 lioped we should have been able,
when the I’remier brought down the enstom-
ary taxing Bill, to disenss the whole qnes-
tion more fully. [ would like to have em-
bodied in the Bill the effect of the Premier’s
slatement wlien he introduced the taxation
measure last vear. He then said that the
farmers who were living in the eountry
wonld not-—-—-

The Uremier: You eannot get in a speech
on that subject now,

Mr, THOMSROXN :
Assessment Bill

The Premier: No.

Mr. THOMSON : Waell, with the tax.

The Premicr: No, nor with the tax either.

Mr, THOMSON : 1 can opjrose the amend-
ment and give as one of my reasons why I
adopt that course, that the Government
should bring down an amending Bill at a
later period fo deal with this particular
phase. T was referring to the statement
made by the Premier last session when he
said that the farmers would derive the bene-
fit from ihe Iand iax, as it was colleeted.

The Minister for Lands: So they will.

Mr. SPEAKER: T remind the hon. mem-
her that he cannot discuss the measure of
last sesston as it hns passed into law.

Mr., THOMSON : T admit that,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not eriticise a measure that has hecome law
withoul giving specifie notiee of his intention
to do so0. e must confine himself to the
rroposal embodied in the Bill as =et out in
Clause 1.

[ am dealing with the
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Mr. THOMSON: 1 presume | can give
my reasons for opposing the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but the reason
must he relevant to the clause.

Mr. THOMSOXN : That does not give bon.
menbers an opportunity to discuss the phase
I wish to deal with. [ recoynise that and,
in the circumstances, I musi oppose the Bill
because I would like to have ineluded in it
an amendment, for the reason that

The Premicr: ‘T'he hon. meinher shonld be
confined to a discussion upon the Bill. He
is proeeeding to deal with & subject not vele.
vant to it.

The SPEAKER: That is quile correet.
The hon. member must give notice if he de-
sires to deal with last session’s measure.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : We will do that.

The SPEANER:
g 1s discussine
in the Bill.

Mr. THOMSON: In the ecircumstances |
oppaose the Bill, T understand that this will
enable people to pay the tax once a year and
they should be in a position to pay it in two
moieties. 1 would hke to have an oppor-
tunity to discuss the matter I wish to bring
forward and 1 would like the Premier to
assure ns that we will have such an oppor-

The member for Kaian-
a matter not dealt with

tunity.

The Premier: You discussed it on the
Address-in-reply for an hour and you can
do so during the Budget debate. That is
sulticient surely.

Mr. THOMSON: Buot it is not effective
when it is discussed on the Budget. I would
like to discuss it now when it ¢ould become
effective.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed throngh Committee withont
debate, reporied without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.

Measage from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appropria-
tion in connection with the Bill,
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Second Reuding.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (lion
A. MeCallum—South Fremantle}) [4.52] in
moving the second veading said: This Bill s
practically  identicat with that which was
discussed in this Chammber last session. It
is practically in the same torm as was that
Bill when it left the Chamber and was trans-
mitted to the Council. There is only one
material alteration, and that refers to the
4-hours question.  ‘That will be dealt with
in u separate Bill, and is not included in this
measure. A Bill to deat with the 44-hour
week will be brought down later. There are
several minor alteratiuns, mainly machinery
matters dealing wilh the apprenticeship
yuestion, but apaet from those the il is
identieal with that passed by the House last
senston. ‘I'herefme I de not think it 15 neees-
sary, nor do | think the House would desire,
that | should go into a lengthy ex) usition
of the Bill. 1t it were possible, and you,
Mr. Spenker, would acrejt such a motion
from me, [ would like to move that the Biil
be taken as printed, dispose of it in that
way and send it on to the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Wipe out Par-
liament altogether!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I un-
derstand that the Standing Orders wili not
permit me to do what 1 would wish, and it
is necessary for us to go through the whole
formula of the different stages as we did
last year, notwithstanding that the personnel
of the House has changed only in respeet of
the representation of the Forrest electorate.
I do not think anything has cecurred since
the Bill was before the Chamber last year to
justify members in altering their attitode on
the prineciples involved. I do not feel dis-
posed to embark upon a reiteration of the
case in favour of such a Bill. There
have nof been many vew situations
since we discussed the measure last year to
which I can dreaw attention, but we as a
Government found ourselves in a unique
position. YWe were practically unable to ob-
tain a President for the Arbitration Court.
The existing law provides that the Presideat
must be a judge of the Supreme Court, and,
as hon. members know, cach of our judges
had previously held the position of President
and each bad resigned. e were then faced
with the position that we had either to allow
the Act {0 remain a dead letter and indus-
trinl chaos to yeign, or to adopt some method
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that would tide us over a perfod until we
could ask Parliament to deal with the mat-
ter. As an interim arrangement we ap-
pointed the Master of the Supreme Court an
acting judge of the Supreme Court and
President of the Arbitration Court. As I
informed members last *year it is the con-
sidered opinion of the Government that if
is most unsatisfactory to have this import-
ant office filled by any temporary appointee.
The greater percentage of our troubles in
conneetion with arbitration in the past in
this State has arisen from the want of per-
manency regarding that tribunal.

Hon. S8ir James Mitchell: Although I
agree with you, precisely the same difficul-
ties are experienced where there is perma-
neney.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not pre-
cisely.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Queensland has
bad the same trouble.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Much of
the trouble has arisen from the fact that
there has been no unified poliey in connection
with the Arbitration Court. Different judges
sitting as presidents have adopted different
standards, each has laid down different in-
terpretations, and there has been no one man
who would make the work his life’s job.
Each judge who has oceupied the position of
President recognised that he was there filling
& gap and was anvious to get rid of the posi-
tion at the earliest opportunity. It was im-
possible in the circomstances to expect sue-
eess or anvthing in the nature of a concerted,
well-thought out policy when the head of the
tribunal was there in a temporary capaeity.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have had
the same measure of success as in the other
States where they have had permanent presi-
dents,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not one
of the other States has a permanent presi-
dent.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Yes, Queens-
land and South Australia.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: We have
not had the success that Queensland has ex-
pefienced.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh, good grae-
ions!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: South
Australia has not the same system that we
have. Tt is guite different. Certainly we
have not had the success that Queensland
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has bad, because there cases are dealt wiih
in a few weeks and there is not the delay
that we have exyperienced bere; neither bas
there been the bother owing to the different
interpretations and different policies laid
down that we have had in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Queensland has
some trouble every day.

Tht MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
one phase of the question that is most essen-
tial and urgent. We should be given a de-
claration from Parliament that we can place
in the position of President of the Arbitra-
tion Court a permanent appointee, a man
who will recognise the position as his life’s
work, who will know that ke is there to carry
out his job and fulfil the duties of such an
important office. We have filled the posi-
tion temporarily in the hope that Parjia-
ment will remedy the defect in the law this
session.

Mr. Sampson: Is a permanent judge more
likely to be obeyed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know what the hon. member has in his mind.
It is the court that gives the decision, not
the judge.

Hon, G. Taylor: The hon. member asks if
the orders of the court will be obeyed to a
greater extent if a permanent president is
appointed,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know that there is any complaint that
the judge’s decisions have heen disregarded.
I know, of course, that in some instances
the eounrt’s decisions have not been aceepted.
But that has not been confined to one side.
Indeed there have been a greater numher of
breaches by the employers than by the
unions; statistics and the eases before the
court prove that. However, I will not deny
that the court’s decisions have not been ae-
cepted in all cases where they shounld have
been accepted. I am not introducing this
Bill in an atmosphere as favourable as it
was last year.

Hon, G. Taylor: The working of compul-
sory arbitration is more clearly against you
now than it was 12 months agn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do
not say that at all. Since this measure was
introdnced last year there have been hut two
dispuites affecting us in this State. One
was debated in this Honse a little while ago,
one that I think shonld never bave occurred.
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The other arose from the de-registration of
the Seamen’s Union.

Mr. Thomson: There was a lot of trouble
before that.

The MANISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
I am reviewing oceurrences sinee the Bill
was last before the House. The great bulk
of the trades unions bave laid it down as
an accepted policy that they will stick to
compulsory arbitration. The movemeni gen-
erally stands for that. Becaunse there is here
and there a rebel who will break out and
refuse to keep to the general principle ae-
cepted by trades unions as a whole, are we
to brand the whole thing as a fallure¥ 1t is
altogether unreasonable, because one or two
defy the law, to say that the law should be
repenled. If we were to apply that argu-
ment to other laws we should reguire to re-
peal practically every law that Parliament
has passed.

Hon. Sir .James Mitchell: We want to
make this a good law. Will you help us?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My
ideas are contained in the Bill. 1 do not
think that arbitration is going to be a pan-
acea for all industrial ills, but at the moment
we cannot find anything better. My reply
to those advocating the abolition of compul-
sory sarbitration is that they should give
us something in its place. I have not yet
been able to get those employers, or even
that inconsiderable section of the {rades
nnion movement that is against eompulsory
arbitration, to offer us any policy that will
take its place.

Mr. Thomson: It is compulsory only in
respect of the employer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That ar-
gument 1s entively fallacions. If it were
not, we should be in the throes of industrial
upheavals all the time.

Mr. Thomson: But you have evidence of
it just now in the seamen’s tronble.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no seamen’s trouble that I know of respect-
tng Australian conditions. Tf the hon. mem-
ber thinks this Parliament or any other Auns-
tralian Parliament can pass laws dealing
with the posifion in Great Britain, he is sadly
mistaken. We have to carry the blame for
a good many troubles as it is. We have been
aceused of crimes that happened in far dis-
tant parts of the world, and have had to
carry obligations that shonld be fa<tened on
other people.

Hon. G. Taylor: But this tronble has hap-
pened in Melhourne, not in T.ondon.
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The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS: No, the
wages were reduced in London, and the posi-
tion has nothing to do with our local laws.
There is no Arbitration Act in the Common-
wealth governing the conditions of the men
engaged on overseas vessels.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then Havelock Wilson
knows nothing about the position?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
agreed to the reduction of wages, and that
is the whole cause of the trouble. But how
ean that affect the indusirial arbitration law
in Western Australia? Do any Australian
industrial laws apply to men on overseas
vesselsY

Hon. G. Taylor: It goes to prove that
Australian workers will ot recognise agree-
ments made in other countries.

The Premier: It is not the Australian gea-
men who are on strike, but the British sea-
men.

Mr. Mann: The officials of Australian
unions are actively engaged in the trouble.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
a point about which I am not going to ex-
press an opinion, for I have been too long
associated with industrial troubles to form
opinions on teports appearing in the daily
Press.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You want first
to see them in the “Worker.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well, if
I saw them there I would know the source
of the information, but I do not know the
source of the information published in the
daily Press. i

Hon, Q. Taylor: Would you deny the ac-
curacy of the cable published in this morn-
ing’s newspaper?

The Premier: What has the action of half
a dozen Australian officials to do with the
whole principlet 1f you want to know
my opinion of Walsh, I will let yon have it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it be
a question whether Walsh is obeying the ar-
bitration laws of this ecountry, T think the
House knows my views on that gentleman,
for you all had an illustration of my
opinion when he attempted to defy our
GQovernment. However, to say that his atti-
tude in the present trouble has any connec-
tion with laws made in Austrslia, is a flight
of imagination I am not eapable of achiev-
ing. We have in our own ranks men who
are against industrial arbitration, but the
movement itself is committed to it, and we
8s a party desire to make our industrisl
laws as perfect as they can be. We wani to
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facilitate the machinery ol the conrl and
permit  of Dbusiness heing  done as  ex-
peditionsly as possible,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
sentiment, that last one.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: | hope
all my sentiments are gouod; they are all
intended to be good. The Bill, as I say,
contains the same provisions as were agreed
to last year. The whole strueture of the
measure s exaetly the same: the conrt at the
top, with boards and committecs operating
under the jurisdiction of the court, and with
appeals from those commitices and boards to
the court omly with the court’s permission,
and with a permanenl president of the court
sopervising, and administering the awards
made in respect of diffevent industries.
There is in the Bill an important provision
that we have failed t incorporate in pre-
vious Aets, but which operates suceesspnlly
in Queensland. Tt would have been well had
we had that provision during the last trouble
in oar own State, for it would have meant
a good deal to us. T refer to the provision
preseribing that the court may act on its
own motion. At present the eowrt has no
such power. The Queensland el contains
that provision, and when serious trouble is
threatened the court there steps in and acts
on its own mofion. 1 hope the House will
agree to the Bill. We did preity well in
getting it through last session, for there
were marked differences of opinion as be-
tween this side and members opposite. After
the experience I have had of eompulsory
arbitration, hon. memhers opposite are not
likely to produce any arguments that will
alter my considered judgment; nor do I
pride myself that any contention of mine is
likely to alter the views of the majority of
members opposite. There may be one or two
of those members open to reason, hut I can-
not help feeling that a man who has had
yvears of experience of compulsory arhitra-
tion is not likely to have his opinion altered
by an argument, or by a few minutes or even
an hour or two of subsequent consideration.
If such a man’s opinion could he so easily
altered, that opinion would mnot he warth
having.

Mr. Mann: But you may be moved to
amend some detail in the Bill.

The MIKISTER FOR WORKS: Of
conr=e, but on the bread principle the Houze
has already declared, and in the 12 months
that have passed, T have not been able to
find much faunlt, if any, with the ease we

A very good
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presentad here fast session. AU all fimes
we are prepared to consider any promising
impreovement Lo the machinery side of the
Bill. e # have had so long and varvied an
experience ol arhitration and have been up
against o many diflienlt problems that my
canvictions have heen pretty well Yormed. |
have eanvassed e whole situation, extending
over many years past, and have presented
my vonsidered ideas to the lounse in the
forme of the Bill, and so, as | say, it will
neted preliy strong argument lo convinee me
that wmy experience has led me astray, I
stubusif the 13 withoul any lengthy explana-
tian, hecanse sueh explanation ix quite un-
necessary, and | think the House does not
desive it. Last yvear we argned the Bill in
Commilter and  wenl exhaustively into it
and =0 it cannot he necessary that 1 should
awain snbinit o lenathy explanation.

Mr, B I Jalimston: bs the TR oxaetly
the smue s List yenr”s Bitl?

The MINISTER 1FOR WORKS: Exeept
that one or two of the wachinery eclaoses
have bheen stighlly amended, and the 4t
howrs” principle is fo he vmbodied in another
Rill. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

On motion by Hon. Sir Jame< Mitehell,
dehate sl journed.

BILL—GROUP SETTLERS' ADVANCES.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. (. Angwin—North-East Fremantle
[5.13] in moving the second reading said:
1 hope wembers, when dealing with this Bill,
will not enter upon a discussion of the re-
port of the Royal Commission on Group
Settlement, as they will have opportunities
to do that not only on the Estimates, but on
further lepislation regarding group selile-
ment, which it will he necessary to intro-
duce this session.

Hon. G. Taylor: The report has not in-
fluenced this Bill in any way3

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
explain it. This Bill is required urgently,
and the first opportunity after the conelusion
of the Address-in-reply has been taken teo
introduce it in order that we may get it
passed at the earliest possible date.

Hon, Sir James Mifchell: Whv did not
you rive ns copies of the Bill before?

The MTNTSTER FOR LANDS: The
Bill has been before members for some time.
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Hon. Siv James Milchell:
Just been distributed,

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Under
the system of group scttlement it is neces-
sary tor the State to provide the full re-
quiremenis of settlers in order that they may
make o start as dairy farmers. I'hat being
so, the State should be protected in respeet
to the funds used for that purpose.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:  You will have
1o take a hill of sale.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Unfor-
tunately we have been barrad from deing
that. There are 2,248 settlers on groups,
which number 120, Twenty-four groups are
engaged on piceework and the men have
heen supplied with ivols, plant, horses and
stock up to 10 cows and bulls as required,
the value of which is from £250 to £300. In
addifion 2 large wuber of group seltlers
have received one cow lo assist them to keep
down household expenses. From the starting
of the gronps to the 30th June last we have
supplied 2,400 cows, 62 bulls and 270 horses.
Sopplies of this description were issned to
settlers up to about two weeks ago, when T
found it necessary to give orders to cease
making available to them any further stock
or equipment. Thus, the matter is nrgent.” I
had to cry a halt because, while we were ad-
vised that the system we were adopting was
the correct one, we found some diffienlty in
earrying it into effect. The system adopted
was to supply stock and equipment under a
bill of sale, the settlers having previeusly
given an undertaking in the following form
to sign the bill of sale:—

I hereby agree to sign the necessary docu-
ments submitted by the Hon. the Minister for
Lands as security for
It is difficult to fix the exaet cost of stock.
We had imperted a large number of cows
and placed them on the land before the bills
of sale were drawn up. A few settlers, after
having received stock, refused to sign the
bills of sale. ¥ am of opinion that that diffi-
culty could have been overcome easily when
the matter was thoronghly expluined to them,
Two weeks ago, however, we diseovered that
traders in districts where group settlements
are established have been supplying settlers
with goods, as to which the Government had
bad no sav whatever. Settlers have thus be-
come indebted to traders and the latter im-
mediately took steps to lodeze a caveat against
the bills of sale the Government sought to
regirter. That happened at Busselton. Im-
mediately that ocenrred, I considered it neces-

el

XNo, it has only

sary Lo stop the issue of furvther stock or
equiptient until legislation had been passed
by Parlinment. 1t would be impossible to
carry on the groups if those conditions
operated. Traders would be sble 1o supply
rouds and might, indeed, induce settlers to -
take goods of which they were in no real
need, without iucurring any risk, because
there would be the (Jovernment stock as
security for the debts. As the Government's
hills of =ale could not be registered, a hale
had tu be called to the issuing of any further
stock or eqnipment until the State was pro-
tected, [ cunnot for the life of e uader-
stand any #Hrm thinking that i vould securve
itself in that way in respect of dubts incarred
by settlers. We are advised that the Bills of
Sale Aet does not apply to the Crown, bat
Lhere might be a possibility of heavy expense
being incwred to test the point in evurt, a3
sich an issue would have Lo zo to 1he higher
courts, Members will agree that the State
should be protected without the need for go-
ing to the courts on the question of the ap-
plication to the Government of the Bills of
Suale Aect. This Bill is drafted on almost
similar lines to the Industries Assistance Aet,
which has Leen the law of thke land for the
last 10 years.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Dues it eover
sroup settlers’ own purchases of caftle?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Noj; onty
the chattels, stdek and the jnugeny of stock
supplied by the Government. It also covers
crops and pastures and the money paid by
the Government to a group cettler for his
own or any other labour on his holding. It
also applies to the group settler in respeet of
any moneys received while working on an-
other settler's block. The group members,
of course, work on various blecks, and thus
agsist one another as & community. A man
might be for a month on one particular block
and for another month on snother block.
Thus it is necessary that the money advanced
to him for work done on any part of the
group arca should be brought within the
seope of the Bill. It js intended to do away
with the bills of sale.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A regis-
ter will be kept in the Lands Department,
and it will be open to the public for in-
spection at any time without charge, Those
provisions are exactly the same as under the
Industries Assistance Act. The power of sale
is given similarly. Immedintely a person is
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In a position to transfer from the group set-
tlement to the Agrieultural Bank, a mortgage
will be drawn up. To-day a group member
has no legal title to the holding on which he
is placed; he is working under a permit. Im-
mediately the requisite work on a group area
is completed, a title will be granted by
the Lands Department and transferred to
the Agricultnral Bank, and the settler will
then become a murtgagor to the Agricultural
Bank. Until that stage is reached, this meas-
ure will apply to the stock and equipment
and moneys supplied to, or expended, in be-
half of the settler.

Mr. Thomson:
limit,

The MINISTER JFOR LAXDS:  There
is no neeessity for a limit and, besides, the
exact amount could not be stated. The
amount, of course, depends entirely upon the
stoek and equipment suppliv:l (o the setller.
The Bill is urgently nceded to enable us to
proceed with the group settlement work. 1
am not going to supply anv settler with an-
other cow so long as any ontside trader has
an op ortunity to lodge a vaveat to prevent
the registration of a Gtovernmwent bill of sale.
[ was hopefnl thai this Bill would not be
necessary, heeanse I realised that the al-
vanees made by the Government were only
temporary pending the transfer to the Ag t-
cultural Bank., We considered the guestion
of supplying the stock and equipment on th:
hire purchase system, hat we have been iu-
forme:! that that would be too costly.

ITon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To save
expense we adopted the other system until
the private trader eame in and took the ac-
tion be did. I regret very much that this
has ocearred, and that it is necessary to in-
troduce the Bill. 1 am assured that nothing
in the Bill applies to the Industries Assist-
ance Board, with the purpose of which we
are fully acquainted, namely, to get in the
funds spent by the State in the preparation
of the farms, the provision of stoek, and the
supplying of equipment necessary to enable
the seiilers to live on the land. However,
we bave many difficulties to contend with as
regards the group settlement scheme, and to
these, if I am in order, T will draw attention.
T find that there are in this State people who
never miss an opportunity of trying to de-
ery the group settlements as they affeect the
State as a whole. T thought it was desirable
that the Premier should have an opportunity

Aprarently there is no

[ASSEMBLY.]

to jeruse the report of the Group Settle-
ment Royal Commission before it was made
jublic.  However, previously to my chief
having an opj ortunity of reading Lhe report,
somebody who thonght he was doing a good
tmn to the State showed it to the Press;
and a certain statement was published on the
16th July. I do not mind that very mueh
so far as Western Australia is concerned,

*but I find that on the very same day the

following slatements were eabled to London
and appeared in the London “Times”:—

The Royal Commission on Immigration has
presented a report condemning group settle-
ment and recomends its abandonment, but the
Government is not likely to accept the recom-
mendation. The report declares that much of
the «country is unsuitahle for settlers, who are
only being asked to try land at the expense
of others, The failure of a number of settlers
has directed attention to the fact, upon which
stress is laid, that nearly half of the original
scttlers have left their holdings, The Commis-
sioners harshly criticise the agreement of the
Imperial and Commonwealth Governments.
and suggest that undue haste was shown in
making an agreement with Great Britain.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow
a discussion on the Group Settlement Royal
Commission’s report to take place on the
second readiny of this Bill. The hon. mem-
her must confine himself to the Bill; other-
wise he will he out of order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I realised
that, and I prefaced my remarks on this
subject with an apology. I think it well,
however, to let the House know that some
people in Perth will decry Western Australia
at every opportunity.

Mr. Teesdale: Rotten sweeps!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the
very day the report I refer to appeared in
the “West Australian,” that report was sent
from Perth to the London “Times.”

Mr. Teesdale: T saw it in the Bastern
States,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
worry so much about the other States,

Mr. Teesdale: It does not do any good,
anyhow, .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
certain that the action to be taker in regard
to the supply of stock and equipment will
redonnd to the eredit of the State in the
very near future. Before the end of the
vear we shall have 3,000 head of stock on
the group settlements, and betwéen 30,000
and 40,000 acres of pasturage which three
vears ago was bush that would not keep
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anything. 1ln the circumstances we cannot
but realise that the time is not far distant
when the millions of money which we send
to the Kastern States for dairy products will
be retained in Western Australia, thanks to
the development of the great South-West.
I hope members will pass the second reading
snd the Commitiee stage of the Bill to-day,
as it is a matter of urgency. I want to pro-
vide the needs of the settlers who are erying
out for stock and equipment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will have
to adjourn the discussion until afier tea.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
is similar to the Industries Assistance Act.
That being so, [ am safe in asking members
to pass the Bill and thus enable the Gov-
ernment to proceed with this work as speed-
iy as possible, so defeating the objeet of
those who are tryving to defeat us in our
efforts to establish group settlements, T
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move—

That the debate be adjourned until after
Order of the Day No. 5.

Motion {adjournment} put and passed.

BILL,—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Message.

Message from the Lieutenani-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropriation
in egnnection with the Bill.

Second Reading.

THB MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon
A. McCallum—South ¥remantle) [5.39] in
moving the sccond reading said: With re-
eard to the present Bill T find myself in
mueh the same position as with regard to
ihe arbitration measure. Members will recol-
leet what happened last session. We passed
the Traffic Act Amendment Bill here, and it
went to the Legislative Council, but the
schedule was the only part of the measnre
adopted there, the rest of the Bill not being
dealt with at all. The present Bill, there-
fore, is practically on all-fours with that
whjch the House passed last session. There
are one or two olterations, but they are not
of a vital character. The Commissioner of
Police is made the licensing authority
thronghout the State, with power to delegate
his . authority- to counecils and road boards
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wherever he deems it advisable. The Bill is
framed in anticipation of the passage of the
Main Roads Bill. In fact, the two are sisier
measures, and hon. members reading through
the present Bill will notice that the Main
Roads Bill is frequently mentioned. One
Bill is practically contingent on the other.
The present Bill is intended to find the
wherewithal for earrying on the main roads
policy. If the other Bill does not pass, this
measure will need some reconstruction. It
i3 provided, as in [ast year’s Bill, that until
such time as the Main Roads Act is pro-
claimed in respect of certain areas, those
areas shall have the licensing fees which are
colleeted in their districts refunded to them.
It is not anticipated that the Main Roads
Board will be able to cover the interior of the
State for many years, or reach the remoter
parts of the South-West for some consider-
able time. The Main Roads Board will pro-
claim main roads outside the area as they
find means and facilities to extend their ac-
tivities. Once road board districts come
within the area, however, the Main Roads
Board will take over the control of roads
and be responsible for their upkeep, and the
fees colleeted will go to the Main Roads
Board. I have widened the provision for
the exemption of farmers’ vehicles. Under
this Bill the exemption is far more liberal
than that which now exists, or than the ex-
emption proposed by last year’s measure.
Clause 38 deals with the matter—

Provided that if it is proved to the satis-
faction of the licensing authority that the
license is required for a cart used only on
oceasions by a farmer for the carriage of pra-
duce or farming requisites to and from his
own farm; or for a cart mainly used for the
carrlage of ore and mining requisites within
a mining area; or for & cart used only in con-
nection with the sandalwood mdustry, or for
a cart mainly used for the earriage of supplies
to and produce for cattle and sheep stations—
the fee shall be one-fourth of such presecribed
fee, with a minimum fee of 15s,

That proviso gives a concession to the min-
ing districts and extends it to the cattle and
sheep stations on the Murchison and in the
North-West, and embraces also the sandal-
wood industry, giving those who by the
nature of their calling do not frequent'y use
the roads what is considerel a fair rebate.

Mr. Latham: The provision should app]v
to motor lorres.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1T en-
tirely - disagree, and I have given the .matter
careful consideration. .

-
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Mr. Latham: Otherwise injustice will be
done. .

Mr. €. 1. Wansbrough: Would not the
Minister consider wotor lorries replucing
farmers’ wagons?

The MINISTER WOH WORKS: No. I
do not propose fo allow a rebate to metor
vehicles. The case is different where, as on
stations in the North-West, the vehicle is
used solely on the property, as motor cycles
and motor ears are now used for boundary
riding and for the inspection of wells. Such
motor vehicles will be treated on the same
basis as the cart or wagon used on the farm
and not ecoming off the farm. In such cases
uo license fee at all will be charged.

Mr. Sampson: It would not be possible to
charge the fee in such a case.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
charged to-day.

Mr. Sampson: Those vehicles do not come
on the roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
does not enter into the question. On the
strict reading of the law those cases are in-
cluded.

My, Sampson: Why is therc preference to
horse-drawn vehieles?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
motor vehiele gives the owner many more
advantages, and does more damage to the
road, than a horse-drawn vehiele. In that
respect I venture to say my own district is
proportionately more affeeted than any other
district in Western Australia. I bave not
had one request from my electors to give
them the concession for motor vehicles, and
that is where the advantage acerues to them.
Before the advent of motors the producers
at Jandakot, in order to reach the Perih mar-
ket, would have to make a start at about
widnight and frequently before that, and be
on the road practically all night. At the
same time they came up only twice a week.
Now that they have motor vehicles they
eive themaelves 234 hours in which to do the
trip before the opening of the market, and
they come to Perth every morning. Motor
fraction therefore has given them that added
advantsge. But it is of no use to them un-
lezs they have good roads. We know that
mntor lorries do considerably more damage
to tha roads than horse-drawn vehicles, and
therefore there is no occasion to give them
the conceasion that iz extended to horse-
drawn vehieles.

It 1s

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. U, P, Wangbrough: Would you net
execpt those that are competing with the
railways?

The MINISTER O WORKS: The
cuncession was given to horse-drawn vehicles
because ol the argument advanced that they
were using the roads for about three months
of the year only.

Mr. €. P, Wansbrough: Those I have in
mind in my district use their motor vehicles
for perhaps a few months of the year while
they are carting their prodnce to the rail-
way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
those who are keeping their motor vehieles
idle for about eight or nine months are on
& bad bnsiness footing.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: They are forced
into that position.

Mr, Latham: It is the same with harves-
ters; they are used for ouly a part of the
year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Qwners.
of motor vehicles often take jobs for
'the whole distriet, and they reap a
great deal of advantage ir  other
respeets.  Without decent roads therefore
motor vehicles are of no use. That was
where the horse-drawn vehicles had the ad-
vantage. Horses could draw a vehicle
through country in which motors would fail.
Why, sometimes horses have had to be re-
guisitioned to pull motors out of & bog. I
see no reason for making the exemption, and
I believe my electorate is affected more than
any other in the State. Vebicles to be used
solely on the farm will be exempted alto-
gether. The Aet which was passed last
session is not satisfactory and does not give
farmers much advantage. It is also pro-
posed in the Bill to appoint inspectors to
control roads, particularly in the South-
West where the traffic is heavy. T had the
painful experience of seeing a road being
chopped to pieces in the South-West after
the Government had spent several thousands
of pounds on its construction. The Govern-
ment built the road and allowed the local
road board there to take it over. Tt was soon
afterwards cut to pieces by the heavy traffic
resnlting from sleeper carting. The road
was so green that in a few weeks it had be-
come impassable.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There was no remedy
at the time. )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
proposed that the Minister shall have power
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to appoint inspectors to see that heavy
trafic does not pass over those roads until
they have properly set, at any rate, for a
pertod of 12 months. At the end of that
time it will be possible to hand them over
to the roads boards and the obligation will
be on them to look after the roads. While
we are in charge, and while the roads are
still new, we intend to preveot heavy traflic
passing over them. We know the cffect of
the rains on newly made reads and we can-
not afford to build roads and have them cut
up in the manner that we have seen. YWhen
1 was in the South-West recently I saw
heavy drays earting sleepers to the road
where motor trucks were being loaded. Those
motor trueks then travelled with their great
weighls at a speed of about 25 miles an
hour and the cffect” on the roads can be
imagined. It is necessary to guard against
that kind of thing. It will be admitted by
the House and the public generally that it
i= time the law relating io traffie, partie-
alarly in the cily, was tightened up. Traflie
in the city is becaming very congested, es-
pecially sinec the development that has
taken place during the past year or two.
The law to-day does not give us sufficient
authority to control the traffic. Besides,
there is mo power to take action against
reckless driving on the part of intexicated
people in charge of other than motor-drawn
vehieles. A man who may be intoxicated
whilst in eharge of a lhorse ean be as much
a danger as the driver of a motor vehicle
in a sirailar condition. It is proposed that
power shall be given to take aetion against
intoxicated drivers of every kind of vehicle.
Another matter that is a danger exists to &
considerable extent on the Perth-Fremantle
road, especially now that the abatioirs at
Midland Junction are starting operations
once more. This danger is emphasised par-
tienlarly on the narrow road bridge at Guild-
ford. Drivers of motor wagons allow their
loads to overlap to a considerable extent.
[ my-elf experienced the danger of this a
few weeks ago on the way to Fremantle
when I passed a motor lorry with a load
that was hanging over its side to the extent
of 1B inches or two feet. The spread of that
vehicle can thus be imagined. The lights
in the front eovered only the usual width
and driving against them it w2 not possible
to notice the extent of the spread of the load.
In that way driving at night is rendered ex-
ceedingly dangerous. Wa propose to ask
Parliament to give us power to remedy that
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state of affairs. I had another experience
a few mornings ago while driving behind
a motor lorry on which there were a num-
ber of empty harrels. Those barrels were
rolling and slipping all over the place and
threatened to topple off at any time. There
seems to be a total disregard on the part
of some drivers for the public safety, and
this  is

very apparent on the road
between the port and the city. We
propose to take power {o regulate

this matter and alse to ask for authority to
send an officer to motor ranks to examine &
vehicle and lind out whether ihe brakes and
the machinery nre in proper order. At the
present time we have no power to compel
owners of vehicles to effect repnirs, that is,
vehicles that are plying fov hire. It is our
intention also to ask for authority to regu-
late the style and the eonstruction of motor
buses. There are buses in the city at the
present time that look like coliins,  These
buses have uot even an emergency escape
door. Quite a number have only one door,
and in the event of one catching fire, it
would be quite impossible for the passengers
to escape through that door which is near
the engine. The windows also are so tiny
that they would be out of the question as a
means of escape. Consequently there would
be a big sacrificc of life. It is therefore
essential that power be given to regulate the
construetion and the style of these vehicles
while plying for hire.

Mr. Sampson: Are you varying the boun-
daries of the metropolitan area?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. We
also propose to compel owners of motor
buses to keep to a time table. It has been
found also that once a route has been granted
and o license obtained, that license has been
hawked about and sold for as much as £160,
alinost within a few hours of its having been
granted. Then there is an absence of power
to compel these people to maintain a regular
time table. It happens sometimes that if
there is better husiness offering elsewhere,
for instanee, at a football mateh or at a race
meeting, the owners of the buses abandon
their time talle and caier for the more pro-
fitable trade, and their ordinary clients are
left. In that respect the public should be
protected, and if a vehiele is licensed to
travel over a certain route it should be re-
tained for that route.  The public could
thus depend upon the time table. I am also
asking for power to compel owners of
vehicles to insnre against accident. This
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matter appeared to me to be so im-
portant last year, that when the Bill
failed to go through in its entirety
I gent a cirenlar to owners advising them
for their own protection to insure. I do
not know how many took out policies, but
1 do know that many owners of vehicles
would not be able to pay any claims that
might be made as the result of an accident.
A nnmber of vehicles carry 30 passengers.
If they are owned by men of straw, and
an accident occurs, the passengers would not
be able to get any redress. In justice to the
travelling publiec we should insist that
policies should be taken out against acei-
dent. It will be remembered last year that
the schedule was gone throngh by a seleet
commiltee, the report of which was adopted
by this Flouse. Tt has been found since the
operation of the schedule—to my satisfac-
tion at all events—that the fees charged for
horse-driven vehicles are too heavyv. 1 pro-
pose to reduce these for all vehieles over
two tons in weight (that is the total load
of the vehicle) by 50 per cent.

Mr. Sampson: They were high.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
so in the case of the heavier vehicle, but in
connection with the lighter vehicle we are
very little over anything in the other States.
There has been an unfair system in opera-
tion, and there has been a line between the
wetropolitan area and the road boards out-
side. Take the case of the hills just beyond
Midland Junction. A man who owned a
dray and worked in the road board area,
where the heavy traffic fees operated, had to
pay as high as £4 10s. to £5 for the license
of his tip dray; the man on the other side
of the road, but in the metropolitan area,
where the heavy license fees did not operate,
had only to pay 10s. The system of taxa-
tion on the wheel basis is wrong, ineqnitable
and bad. The system set out in the Bill is
that vehieles should he taxed on the load
weight. which is the sounder principle. I
have provided that aill vehicles over a 2-ton
load weight, in the case of thosz that are
horse-drawn, shall pay a license fee 50 per
cent. less than the present. T have also pro-
wvided for further extensions of this pro-
vision to the North and the mining and pas-
toral areas. The greatest hardship brought
before me was in connection with the big
wageons that cart for the stations in the
North. TUnder the schedule the fee for some
of the big vehicles pans out at £23,

- Mr. Teesdale: That would kill them.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Under
the proposed schedule they would come with-
in the concessions of quarter rates and their
fee would be approximately £3.

Mr. Heron: How will the Bill affect the
carfing into mining fowns? Does it cover
food supplies?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Ar., Heron: Will they still be heavily
taxed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
will not be treated as a parly measyre. I
hope to be able to arrive at an understand-
ing upon it. We do not want any injustice
done to anyone, but the fees must be such as
to permit the local authorities to keep their
roads in decent order. Nat one penny of the
money goes to the Government.

Mr. E. B. Johnsten: It all goes to the

Board?

Mr. Latham: 'Except the eost of collec-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
cost of collection goes to the police. The

local anthorities get the benefit of the lot.
We have no axe to grind.

. Mr. Thomson: Some of the road boards
may lose a lot.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
the main roads will be locked after for them.,
In the matter of motor vehicles I am makin
ne alteration. '

Mr. Latham: I think you should in the
case of those situated a long way from the
railways.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not suggesting any alteration, because I be-
lieve the fee we imposed last year was a
reasonable one. In the case of lighter motor
vehicles, onur fees are just about what are
operating in the other States.

Mr. SBampson: Do you refer to passen-
ger vehicles?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To all
of them, motor cars, motor-buses, and so on,

Mr. Sampson: I think the fees for motor
cars are higher than they are in the Eastern
States.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not in
the caze of lighter vehicles. Upon a Ford
truck in London £20 is charged, and here we
shall charge £5. In New South Wales the
fees are about the same as ours for lighter
vehicles, Every Parliament I find will be
dealing with the.question this session, and
members of each Government have told me
that they propose to put on a substantial in-
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erease. We have substantially increased our
heavier fees. OQur heavy fees come in omly
when the vehicles are over 200 power load
weight. Under the Act a limit was made,
and they were only tuxed up to 200 power
load weight. For anything over that they
paid nothing no matter how heavy the
vehicle was, 1f the vehicle went up to 400
yower load weight unly the same would be
paid as for 200 power load weight. Where
it appeared that on paper our fees were
beavy, they were only so in the case of the
heavy vehicles. Tn my judgment they should
pay more heavily, otherwise the local an-
thorities have no hope of construeting roads
that will earry them. Ii will be wise for
us to let it be known that these vehicles can-
not be permitted to run over the ordinary
ronds. 1 am fol | that there is a certain firm
in the city that has under order two 10-tun
lorries. Lf tlese travel between Perth and
Fremantle, no hridge will carry them, and
no road outside St. George's-terrake or Hay-
street can earry them, and yet thev will be
running about smashing the roads and
breaking all the bridges, and not one local
authority will have a chance of keeping their
roads in perfect order. Tt is suggested in
the Bill that we should confine the traffie
over a piven Weight to certain roads, so that
the local authorily may be in a position to
say they will make one thoroughtfare strong
enough for that kind of vehicle, and shall
have power {0 keep sueh vehicles to that
partiewlar road. Some of the lorries that
are carting f{rom the warehouses to the
stores follow one track only. If they break
it they will then go to a side track, such as
iz the case in North Perth and Leederville,
and break up that track. These 3mall roads
were not intended to carry such traftic. The
fees we are asking for the heavy vehicles are
not too high. I do not propose to alter
them. A deputation placed their case before
me, and one man stated be had been called
upon {o pay as much as £76 for his license.
I asked for partieunlars from the authorities,
and found that the highest fee was just over
£50. In this ecase the amount had been en-
tirely overstated, and published in the Press.
[ hope the House will agree that heavy
vehicles, such as have developed in recent
vears, and for whieh no provision is made
an our statnte-book. shall pay increased
license fees =o that the local authorities
‘mav ronstruet highwayvs strong enough to
enrry surh vehieles.
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Mr. Thomson: Will the local - authorities
bave the right to say whether or not they
should come under the Bill, or will they be
cotapelled to come under it and forfeit their
fees?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is now talking about the Main Roads
Bill.

Mr. Thomson: Automatically the fees you
are colleciing under this Bill will go to the
Main Roads Board.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The fees
will only go to that board as the board pro-
claims new areas. The board has sole power
to proclaim these areas, and as they stretch
cut and take in added couniry so will the
fees from the areas concerned come to the
board. By that time the board will be under
an obligation to keep up the main roads and
repair the bridges; bub that is the subjeet
of another Bill. The two Bills are so inter-
woven that if one does not pass, the other
may have to be reconstructed.

Mr. Heron: What about the mining areas?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If there
are areas affected, I hope members will in-
stance them. Plenty of time will be given
to them in which to consider this Bill, I
kave made liberal concessions already, and
bave been told that in the case of mining
distriets the concessions suggested are more
than was anticipated.

Mr. Panton: What is the definition of a
mining area?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: It is a
mining distriet. That is quite plain. T am
told that these proposals were in excess of
what was expocted.

Mr. Panton: A mining area would not be
& mining lease, I suppose?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Any man who is earting for a prospector
will get concessions.

Mr. Thomson: Even if he is a contractor?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
Many prospectors have not their own turn-
outs, and a contractor does the work for
them.

Mr. Thomson: What about the mah who
enters into a contract to cart wheat to a
siding?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: He has
a permanent job. T know that’a farmer uses
the roads chiefly for three or four months in
the year. T have heen told, however, that
during that time, he carts a greater tonnage
over the roads and perhaps does more dam-
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uge to them than many who are carting regu-
laxly. I think the farming community shonld
be well satisfied with the substantial conces-
sions they are getting under the Bill I
move—

That the Bill be now read a secoud time.

On motion by Mr. Davy, debate adjourned,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.aw.

RESOLUTION—MINING INDUSTRY,
GOLD BONTUS.

A message having been veceived from the
Couneil requesting the concurrence of the
Assembly in the following resolution, the
message wis now considered— :

That as compensation for the disubilities a_mt'-
fered by gold mining through IFederal actien,
this Chamber is of opinion that the Common-
wealth should assist the industry by the pay-
ment of a gold bonus.

MR, LAMBERT (Coolgavdie) [7.30]: 1
move—

That this House concurs in the resolution
forwarded by the Legislative Council.
1 eongratulate Mr. Kirwan on having moved
this motion in the Upper House and also
the Council npon having agreed to it and
transmitted it to us for our concurrence
Most hon. members will agree that it is fit-
ting that all sections of the House should take
‘the deepest interest in our gold mining in-
dustry, particularly in view of ils present-
day position. It is hardly necessary for me
to reiterate at length the arguments that
have been advanced in support of similar
resolutions and adopted by different repre-
seniative bodies throughout the States, fav-
ouring the granting by the Commonwealth
Government of assistance and relief to the
gold mining industry from the imposts due
to the national policy of Australia. When
we consider that Western Australia possesses
the greatest length and probably the great-
est breadth of any known auriferous area in
the world to-day, extending as it does from
Ravensthorpe in the south to Darwin in the
north, and extending nearly half way aeross
Australia, and when in addition we take into
consideration the state of the industry to-
day, it must be patent that there is some
reason for the existing position. T hope, if
there be any opponents of this resclution,
they will point out the basis of their an-
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tagonism.  Notwithstanding  the ewormons
amount of capifal invested in the industry
lo-day, and in its organisation, no matter
how impecfect that organisation may he
from the viewpoiut of some people, it is
hackward, despite the great metallurgical
skill displayed in opening up aml develop-
ing the mining industry throughout the Com-
monwealth, L believe it can be shown that
the tendency is not so much aitribuntable in
the first instanee to under-valning or under-
estimating to any degree the great value of
the industry to Australia. Nor should we de-
preciate the groat efforts that have heen put
forward to develop the indusiry. Present-
day conditions are due, to a great extent, to
the national policy of protection in opera-
tion. \When we eonsider that in a compara-
tively few vears we have produced in West-
ern Auslralia something like £156,000,000
worth of gold, and that in comparatively
isolated instances only have our mines at-
tained anything like deep levels, and remem-
ber the great expense incurred in these work-
ings, hon. members must agree that
there is something radically wrong. Over
£1,000,000,000 worth of gold has been pro-
duced in Australia, yet to-day the returns
have dropped to an almost insignificant
figure. This ean be directly attributed to
Australia’s protective policy. It is the nec-
cepted policy of the Commonwealth that we
shall protect any and every industry, and
while in & qualified way I sobseribe to that
national aspiration, I realise at the same
time that it presses harshly on the mining
industry. One need only look at the n-
flated cost of mining material, at the in-
creased cost of living in pursuance of that
policy, the necessarily inereased wages paid
to-day because of that policy, to realise the
position, When we consider that all other
industries are enjoying protection, or assist-
ance by way of bonuses or bounties, it will
he recognised that the gold mining industry,
whieh must sell its produet on the basis of
standard values, is hit to such an extent that
it eannot continue much longer.. It is esti-
mated that most of the biggest mines in
Western Australia which carry large reserves
of millable ore, will be extinet in five years’
time. It will be seen, therefore, that this
industry must either receive assistance or go
out of existence altogether. We need only
review the comrarative eosts of mining to
realise the position. In 1916 the cost per
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ton of ore milled in Western Australia was
19s.; at the end of 1924 it had increased to
3%s. per ton. This is due almost entirely
to the increased cost of material, inereaseil
wagzes, and, of course, lhe inereased cost of
living in consequence. The faet remains
that there has been no relief whatever
aceorded the mining industry. The position
i~ reflected in the fact that althongh in 1903
or 1806 we produced about 2,000,000 ouncesx
of gold per annum, worth c¢lose upon
£3,000,00n, we have secailered all over our
isolated and  abandoned goldfields abont
4.000 zold mining leases. Thus it is that we
must realise something has to be done if the
industry is to survive. Tn Coolgardie alone
over a4 million ounces were produced in the
course of a few years within a mile of the
local post office. No mine was worked there.
nor was ore milled on anything like an ex-
tended seale. Mining companies that looked
for a rich rewnrd received it from mines in
the distriet in a verv shart time, vet not one
of those mines is working to-day. No longer
arc they attractive to capital. and therefore
no Tonger are they worked. .\ few vears ago
the Bastern Goldfields, which comprise onr
biggest working auriferons areas, maintained
a population of nearly 50,000 souls, vet to-
day that popnlation has dwindled to under
30,000, That shows that in fhat isolated
area, practicallv a mile square, whore nin-
ing operations are earried on, therc has
been a decrease in population of nearly 50
per cent. While all other Australian in-
dustries are enjoying national rotection.
that proteetion shonid he acenrded equally to
the mining industry.

Hon. Sir James Milehell: T'hat protection
is not so much for primary industries apart
fram the sugar industry,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Leader ol the Op-
Position ig wrong in his assumption that the
Commonwealth Governmenl are assisting
the supar industry onlv: there arve many
other industries Dbeing assisted to which |
chall make refercnee later on. The national
peliey  of  Australia i~ that  we  shall
protect our  industries.  Tha has
heen adopled and it is nt for me to
diseuss whether it ha- been rizhily or
wrongfully adopted. Ax a corollary to
that pelicy of proteciion, there has been
the granting of bopuses to industries. 8o
i asking the Commonwealth Govermment to
give effeet fo ihis motion we shall nat be ask-
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ing them to make any depariure whatever
from their settled poliey of assisting indns-
tries 1 other portions of Austrulia.  Apart
from all that the Sitate has contributed to the
Commonwealth and the little it has received
by wayx of henclils, and notwithslanding (he
disadvantages under which the Btate is
labouring as the result of Federation, it is
only in pursnance of the nolicy of giving
bonuses amd bounties to industries that we
ask this of the Commonvwealth Government.
In Western Australia the position is beeom-
ing very seriows. We have invested in our
railways nearly £20,000,000, and almost half
of that has been spent on railways m
mining areas. In addition, we bhave pro-
vided water supplies for (hose arens and
built up for them all the institutions insep-
prable from a civilised commmunity, apd this
at a cost of nearly £3,000,000. Yet to-day the
bigger portion of our aurifersus areag are in
a semi-nbandoned state. $o bon. members
who do not favour this system of protection
to the mining imdustry must ask themselves
what other means they can souggest of giving
reliel to that industry. The Leader of the
Opposition. a few minutes ago, said the Com-
monwealth (overnment are no giving houn-
ties ta any bnt the sugar industey. The hon.
member is wrong. They are also giving boun-
ties to the iron and steel industry, to the
menl export industry, to the preserved fish
industry and to the production of shale oil.

ITon. Sir James Mitchell:  Mighty little.
Has any shale oil yet been produced?

Mre. LAMBERT: Undoubtedly, Two or
three hig industries have heen Luilt up on it
in Tasmania. Shale oil is actually heing pro-
dueed, and the erude oil is being used for the
manufacture of cement However, I am only
asking the Leader of the Opposition to aceept
the view that the Federal Government have
laid it down as part of their policy that our
industries should he protecied: and that
where prolection is required other than
ihrough the Customs, hounties or honuses
shall be given to assist in the estalilishment
of indunstriex. Back in the 16th century the
Hinse of Commons passed an Aet standard-
ising oold at its present value. That stand-
ard has never heen reviewed. It affects the
hasis of all our economice deidings Lhrongh-
ont the world. Our comples society has
grown up around it, and onr social system is
so intertwined with our eeonu:nic system that
i sepeis almost unpossible to seeure a revision
of that mold siandard. Sa, while zold is di-
minizhing in yield, it« im)ortance to us and
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te other parts of the world is still acknow-
ledged. Let us see how it affects us in re-
lation to the Commonwealth. Let us take the
figures as affecting our economic position in
the scheme of things, and our business re-
lations not only with the Commonweallh but
with the whole of the Empire. In the
“Statistical Gazette” we find that the Com-
monwealth gold reserve is set down at £25,-
566,000 odd, while the note issue is stated at
£56,590,000. So the actual gold represents
only 44 per cent. of the note issue. Our
national credit cannot be established by
any other means than the gold reserve. That
gold reserve has built up a national credit
whieh is difficult to express, whether in lan-
guage or in figores, In a time of national
crisis, Kngland found her gold reserve all-
essential for the passing of eredits and the
buying of munitions of war. After the gold
reserve, her great internaticnal seeurities
were next in importance. But the first foun-
dation upon which the security of the British
Empire stood was the great gold reserve,
which enabled England to lavish money on
munitions. So our statesmen should recog-
nise that we as a nation may be at war to-
morrow, when a great gold rescrve would be
found to be essential. It is only when a na-
tion’s gold reserve is depleted that the
national credit is shaken. So 1 say, apart
from any parochial view that may be ex-
pressed, it is all-important when asking the
‘Commonwealth Government to grant a bonus
to assist the gold mining industry that we
should impress upon that Ginernment the
necessity for taking a broad conceplion of
their obligations to that industry in order
that the great gold reserve of Australia should
be still further built up, and as a eonsequence
the banking institutions of the Common-
wealth placed in a position io function as
they should do. The incidence of proteetion
‘has almost spelt ruination ‘o the ambitions
of Western Australia that her secondary in-
-dustries should be developed. Yet to-day we
-are faced with the position that the whole of
our primary products has to be exported.
‘Therefore, anything the State Parliament can
«do to furnish additional markets and so give
-greater security to the primary industries
ghould be done. It is regrettable that while
we remain a State of the Commonwealth
there will not be any possibility of building
up those secondary industries that are all-
essentia] to a country. As a State we are in
a most deplorable position. Still, I think
this is one way in which the Commonwealth
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can show an interest in the future of West-
ern Australia, namely, by assisting our en-
deavours to develop a young country in most
adverse conditions imposed by the establish-
ment of the policy of Australia to give pro-
tection to most of the industries of the East-
ern States, and as a corollary to give bonuses
and bounties to assist in boilding np other
industries on the eastern side of Australia, I
have here an opinion by a banking authority
in America as to the value of gold mining.
Let me read it as follows:—

Ages agn, Almighty God built stronger
vaults in His granite banka than we have in
ours. He filled His vaults with gold, silver
and copper. He gave the prospector know-
ledge and ingight, and guided him on his way
to the door of the vaults He had buit. The
Government handed him a title patent to all
therein. It is not a erime, but a virtue, to
enter, With drill, blast, pick and spzde the
prospector has broken the combination locks
and entered. But for him our notes of issue
would be as the stump-tailed currency of 1857.
But for him this Government of ours would
be bankrupt. Mines will be producing milliona
of pgoid, silver and copper in that future day
when national banks are unknown.

It matters little whether banks ecome and go,
this one medium of exchange, which is ac-
cepied the world over, will remain when
banks are unknown.

A mine conigzins a crop already raised, har-
vested, and on deposit for you to cheque
against at your pleasure., The wealth gathered
from the mines immortalised King Solomon.
Mining has made the United States the richest
country in the world.

Mr. Teesdale: And the rottenest, too.

Mr. LAMBERT: This anthority contin-
nes—

Mining is an industry as necessary to the
welfare of the community as is the raising of
Crops.

That is a point which should be driven home
to the Commonwealth Government. While
they can give bounties to encourage many
industries, and deservedly so, overshadowing
them all possibly is the gold mining industry.

Mr. Sampson: The Federal Government,

then, can do some good things,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and they have an
overflowing Treasury out of which to do it.
1f the State Treasury were similarly over-
flowing, there would be no need for this
motion. 1 know of no people in the com-
munity more sympathetic to the mining in-
dustry than are the Premier and his Min-
isters, and only because they are not in a
position to offer monetary assistance have
we to look to another Government for help.



(25 Avgust, 1925.]

Mr. Sampson: You could not find anyone
who is unsympathetie.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 hope that is so. There
are people who ecall themselves freetraders
and who object to bonuses and bounties to
industries. 1t is not for me to find fault
with the varying principles that prompt
members. If the Federal Government are
not preparcd to give a bonus of £1 per
ounce on gold, the responsibility devolves
upon them of finding a formula that will
be acceptable to the people of Australia
in order that gold mining may be placed
on a better footing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you say the
Federal Government should grant £1 per
ounce?

Mr. LAMBERT: That is a matter for the
Federal Government to decide. The aunthor-
ity T was quoting continues—

Show me a country without mines, and I
will show yon a people sunk in degradation
and poverty; and poverty makes cowards of
nations as well as of individuals,

T cannot elaim that the mining industry made
heroes of all of them; at any rate their hero-
ism was rather long postponed.

Mining is the second industry in the United
States. Mining has transformed more poor
men into millionaires and raised them to posi-
tions of homour and trust than has any other
business. Mining has scored less than 35 per
cent. of failures against 95 per ceent. of fail-
ures shown in the general merchandising busi-
ness of the United States. Without the pro-
ducts of the mines, you would have neither a
frying pan, 2 spoon, a hatpin wor a monetary
eirculating medium, Eliminate the miner and
you set civilisation back to the dark ages.
Outside of the element of great persenal profit
which will accrue to us as bankers who are
able to supply the money to open great mines,
it behoves us to foster an industry upon which
the prosperity of not alone our depositors but
the entire nation depends.

We cannot revert to the old sysiem of barter
that half a century ago prevailed among
the few people in this country. In days
gone by when the banking institutions in
the Eastern States were toitering, when
young venturesome spirits flocked to this
State, and in face of almost insnperable
hardships pioneered its auriferous wealth,
there was prosperity in the land. If we
could remove the hardships that to-day are
grinding down the mining industry, I believe
there would be a reversion to the prosperity
of 25 years ago. I appeal to members to
give the question serions consideration. It
is all important to present a wunanimous
front. We should show the Federal Govern-
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ment that, apart from political divisions,
we are one in the belief that, as they give
assistance to other indusiries in the Eastern
States, they should do something for the
great industry that has done so much for
Western Australia and for Australia

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [38.10]: I congrat-
ulate the member for Coolgardie upon the
excellence of his speech, which I am sure has
enlightened members regarding the value of
the industry to Australia and the important
part it has played in every civilisation of
which we have read. In Weatern Australia
we must admit a continuous decline in the
mining industry. No member will deny that
the decline is largely due to the increased
cost of commodities, which has resulted since
the war and has imposed upon the industry
a burden that it is unable to carry.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And on every
industry, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
mining is the ore industry which is not able
to pass on its handicap. The standard value
of gold has been unaffected; so far as we
know it cannot be affecled, and as the stand-
ard value is that which has obtained so long
as we can remember, it is apparent that the
high cost of production has not been passed
on. Im every other industry, however, con-
sumers have been compelled to buy at en-
hanced prices, and thus the higher cost of
production has been passed on. Weatern
Australia has produced mineral wealth to the
value of £152,000,000 and it is within the
knowledge of members what a great part
gold mining has played in the development
of the State. 1t attracted here from the
Eastern States and from many portions of
the world the cream of their people, the most
venturesome, the most enterprising and the
most progressive, and those people have had
a very large influence in the building up
of other industries in the State. The gold-
fields bave been a recruiting ground for the
energetic spirits who have helped to build
up the pastoral, agrieultural, and timber
industries and the commercial enterprises of’
the State. So it can be claimed that thé
production of gold in Western Australia
bas led to the State entering upon the pro-
gressive phase of the present time. Without
the gold production, the present stage of
development would not have been reached
for probably the next hundred years. The:
motion asks that the Commonwealth Gov--
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ernment shall pay a benns on gold produc-
tion. The suggested bonus is at the rate
of £l per vunce. We are entitled to
ask this of the Cowmonwealth, because
the heaviest burden the industry is hearing
is due, nol to any State enactment, not to
anything left undone by the State, but en-
tirely to the economie conditions arising out
of Commonwealth legislation, namely the
traiff. The tarii has so increased the cost
of mining cuinmodities and the cost of living
to the people engaged in the mining indus-
try, that the cost of producing gold has risen
eonsiderably.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Federal
Government ought o be asked to reduce the
tariff,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
the proposal for a gold honus was mentioned
to Mr. Gregory, he said the proper course to
adopt was to fight the tariff.

Hon., Sir James Mitchell:
You said too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Hon. G. Taylor:
wrongly reported.

The MINISTER FOR MINLES: What I
said was, “Give us our own Customs duties.”
I did noi say, “Fight the tariff” I am a
profectionist for Western Australia, but I
say that the protectionist tariff has not been
good for Western Australia becanse we have
been exploited by the Eastern States. If
Western Australia, however, were independ-
ent. of the Commonwealth, it wonld natur-
ally have a Customs tariff to build up its
own industries. That wounld be the natural
poliey of any Government of an independent
Weatern Australia,

“Hon. Siv James Mitchell: A moderate
tariff.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we had
our own Cnstoms duties, it would be inecum-
bent upon ourselves to relieve any industry
oppressed by sueh duties. In this resolution
we are asking the Federnl Government to
give relief to an industry whieh is oppressed
by the duties. T hold out no hope in this
House or anywhere else of a suecessful issve
with regard to an agitation to reduce the
tarifi. When Mr. Gregory tulks ahout fizht-
ing the tariff, it rather amuses me. What
ocenrs to me is, how leng is this sham
fight to continue? Mr. Gregory may tickle
the ears of the people of this country by
talking about a fight ngzainst the tariff, hut
he knows jrerfectly well that he iz not fight-

T'hat i1s what

Yes, unless you were
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ing a fight which can give any immediate
results, or even results in the near future,
beenuse Western Australia is the ouly State,
so far as | can »~ee, which concerns itself
about a freetrade policy, and Freetrade here
is entirely confived to Lhe people engaged
in the primary industries.

Hon, (+. Taylor: 1 do not think (he State
needs absolute freetrade; il only wants some
ol the duties removed.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Mr. Greg-
ory knows le will nol get (hat. The agita-
tion Lor reduclivn of Lhe tavill is werely a
sham hattle. The people who agitate know
they have no hope of svecess. The worst
lenture of it is {hat immediately they go
back to the Federal Parliament they join
with a Government pledged to a high tariff
and keep that Government in power.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Labour
Party want a still higher (aviff.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
conrse they do. But these people bave no
business to vondemn a proposal of this
character and to hold out to our people the
expectation of getling something by redue-
tion of the tariff.

Hon. Sir James Mitcbell: But as Western
Australians they shonld protest.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
that wonld be the end of it. If we were
apart from the C‘ommmonwealth, we ourselves
would enact a tariff, and in that case we
woulld he expeeted to give relief to any in-
dustry oppressed hy the tariff.

Mr. Richardson: Yon helieve in n tariff,
then?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am a
proteetionist-—mnot a rahid proteclionist, but
a reasonable protectionist. T am not a free-
trader by any means. I have never vet
found a sincere freetrader. I lived in the
freetrade colony of New South Wales when
Sir George Reid came in as an absolute and
pronounced freetrader, and if my memory is
right he imposed more protectionist duties
than any Premier previously in offfice. All
the alleged frectraders are now protection-
isl=.  There are verv few freetenders in
Western Australin.

Ar, Davy: There are move and more every
day.

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: If 1T may
digress, T reas! in the newspapers here of a
committee which had been formed n Mel-
bourne For the purpose of fizghting the tariff.
I was in Melhonrne a few months later, and
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1 searched lor the commitee, but could not
find it. 1 do not think it could have been
{found with o microseope,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Melbourne is a
big place, you know.

The MININTER FOR MINES: During
my stay in Melbourne there appeared in the
“Age” an article stating that the chairman
of the Torif Doard r-omplained that the
people who onide most protest against the
tariff never came before the Tariff Board
to give evidenee. During my stay in Mel-
bourne tise *Sunshine” people were asking
for increased dudies, and the e¢hairman lhen
niicle eomplaint that the jeople who opposed
the duties never came forward 1o rive evi-
dence.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: % zreat denl of

evidence was taken for aml againsi.

The MINISTHR FOR MINES: But not
in Melhourne. The Federal Dirolilities Com-
mission in my opinion put up a very zood
case why a gold bonus =houid be given, T
may be pardoned il | repeat some of those
arguments to-night. Tt was peinted out that
in Western Australia successive Governments
had expended a very larze amount ol money
to assist in gold production and to Tild up
the gold mining industry, and that this ex-
penditure amounted in round figures to abont
£8,000,000, included in whiell waus the ron-
strnetion of 1,130 miles ol railway, 2,000
miles of roads, 350 miles of piping to de-
liver 5,000,000 gallons of water per day fo
the mines, innumerable wells t:ronghout the
goldfields, numervus reservoirs amd, i oad-
dition, 1,700 miles of telewraphs and 3.000
miles of telephone line. Favthermore. there
were provided public buildines.. State hai-
teries, and other ronvenicnees v the State to
maintain the zold mining industry in this
country. The value of the maekinery crected
on the mines here amounted ti £1.030,000.
These items show fo some exten{ the magni-
tude of the Commonwealth nud State infor-
ests which are invelved in the zoldliclds of
Western Australia to-day. "That the industry
i3 deserving of assisiance is shown by the
fact that in 1923 the Comiuunwealth taxa-
tion per head of the woldfields population
amounted to £8.6. That taxation was con-
triboted by our croldfields jeridenis to the
Commonwealth by direct and wmore pord-
enlarlyv by indiveet taxation. The 32,000 re-
gidents on our goldfields contributed to the
Commonwealth revenue 21 sum of €273,000,
and if the Commonwealth had assisted the

gold mining industry by arantine o bhonps -
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at the rate of 20s. per ounce, the total ex-
1 enditure, based on the firures for the year
1623, would have amounted to 495,000, It
we deduct from this supposed bopus of
€495,000 the taxation paid hy  the goldfield«
people, £275,000, it means that the Commem-
wealth would be paid as a honns to the in-
dustry an awount of £220.000. 1t has al-
ready been pointed out that the Conmion-
wealth Government pay boruses to other
industries, and that if the poliey of paying
2 bonus to any industry 18 2ood, it rannot be
logieally suid that it is wrong to pav one to
the gold mining indinsiry.  Muoch has been
satd abont disturbing ceconomic  conditions.
None of ug here know too much abont those
vonditions, and. therefore, it is not competent
on our part to diseuss them. But we do
know that the policy of the Commonwenlth
Covernment is to give bonuses and bounties
to industries when they have heen in a state
uf stagnation, or languishing: and it is only
reazonahle io expect that the same treatment
should be given to the zold mining industry
of Western Australin. The sugar indusiry
receives o bonus of £3,000,000 annually. A
bonns ts paid on the export of heef. A bonus
is paid to the steel and iron indnstry. A=
mentioned by the memher for (oolgardie
(Mr. T.awbert), the shale oil industry re-
ceives a bomus, Agnin, a hovrus iz paid to
the dried fruits and eanned fruits industry.
The total of these banuses i~ some millions
per anmnm. Tf it is reasonable to payv bonuses
in all those industries, it 1= reasonable to
pay one to aold mining.  And it mnst be
horme in mind that the tariff represent~ a
honus to some of the manufacturing indns-
tries. Those manufacturing industries ve
honussed by the amount of money which the
people of Australia have to pay in duties on
zonds arriving from other countries. and by
the enhanced prices the people have to pav
far the manufactured produet< of Austral: -
The average value of the ore mined bhere in
1923 was over 12 dwts. A honus of 20s. per
ounce would, on such ore, be eqguivalent to
12« per ton. Tt wonld enable the existing
mines to treat a mach larger tonnagze of low
arade ore. and would stimnlate into produe-
tion hundreds of mines now abandoned and
closed down in Western Ansiralia. Tf 50 per
cent, more ore was {reated, the nverage grade
wounld drop to 10dwts. A 50 per cent. in-
crease in the tonnage by 6 dwi. dirt to the
12 dwt, dirt would mean a total of 1.172,000
tons of an averame of 10dwts. per ton. This
tonnawe wounld produee 556.000 vnnees of
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gold, which would mean a bonus of £586,000.
The consequent increase of production would
mean an increase of 50 per <ent. in the popu-
lation of our goldfields, bringing their popu-
lation up to 48,000. The increased popu-
lation, at the present rate of taxation,
£8.6 per head, would return to the Com-
monwealth Treasury £413,000, leaving a
reduced difference of £172,000 to re-
|'resent the assistanee given to the gold
mining industry as a bonus in hard
eash by the Commonwealth CGovernment.
Apart from the stimulus this bonus would
give to the existing mines, it would also
stimulate the industry throughout the State
and it would also help a great many small
leaseholders and thousands of prospectors
who are of immense valoe to the country.
Many of those men have disappeared owing
to the handicaps they were subjected to dur-
ing the last few years. Now if the bonous
were paid, thonsands would be engaged on
small shows and also in prospecting. That
would be of immense value to the State by
veason of the opening up of ore bodies not
known to exist at the present time. All this
would stimulate the activities of the State,
the goldfields population would inerease, and
the bonus would have a marked effect not
only here but on Australia generally, be-
cause the larger population that would be
attracted to the goldfields would be living on
other communities which would be engaged
in producing for them. As an aid fo migra-
tion, any assistance that might be given to
the mining industry cannot be over-esti-
mated. A flourishing mining industry from
the point of view of employment is of the
greatest value to Australia. Ti employs by
far the greater number of men in propor-
tion to the value of the output than any
other industry known. It was that state of
things that made Western Australia; it was
that state of things that increased the popn-
lation from a few thousand souls to over a
hundred thousand souls, and if the industry
were again stimulated the same thing would
oceur. It may be as well to point out what
the State has done to assist the industry.
The State has expended over half a million
ponnds in an effort to assist gold mining
from time to time. In addition we have
spent a large sum every year on State bat-
teries, in rendering assistanee to prospectors,
providing water supplies, and other activi-
ties to assist the industry. We pay in water

[ASSEMBLY.)

services a sum of bhetween £30,000 and
£60,000 a year. We reduced the railway
rates this year to the extent of £15,000. We
relieved the industry largely from direct tax-
ation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Only in respect
of future work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
exempted mining eompanies from taxation
until the whole of the ecapital has been re-
turned to the shareholders.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oaly in regard
to new companies.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
amount we now receive is very small. It
can be said that the State has given the in-
dustry every consideration. 1 shall conclude
by saying that there should be no person in
Western Australia opLosed to assistance
being rendered to the industry which has
done so much for Western Australia, and
which, by its wealth, will be able to do so
much in the future. We have the greatest
gold mining and mineral belt in the whale
world. We have an area that extends from
Ravensthorpe in the south to Kimherley in
the north, and it is capable of great ex-
ploitation and of producing great wealth if
only it gets reasonable consideration from
the Government of the day. The excessive
imposts that have been put upon the indus-
try by the Commonwealth are largely re-
sponsible for its stagnation to-day. It is,
unhappily, a declining industry. We can-
not afford to wait until the time arrives
when economic conditions will be such as to
warrani the industry being revived in a nat-
ural way. It must be revived in the manner
that has been done with respect to other
industries in Australia. The sugar industry
and other industries have been assisted with
bounties and from that standpoint the
people of Western Australia, and partieu-
larly those engaged in the gold mining in-
dustry, are justified in asking the Common-
wealth Government for a bonus, and Par-
liament is justified in supporting the reso-
[ution.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.37]: I have lictened with a =ood
deal of interest to the speech of the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) and that of
the Minister for Mines, I am not quite cer-
tain whether the Minister iz serions when he
says he is a protectionist. He has protested
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against the excessively high tariff that this
country is subjected to. Just now the whole
wourld is engaged setting up tariff barriers,
one country azainst another, and it happens
that we are heavily billed, and it does bap-
pen, too, that profection in Australia is pro-
tection run mad. When we remember that
47 of the 75 members in the House of Re-
presentatives are from the States of New
South Wales and Victoria, the great manu-
facturing centres, the position to-day can
hardly be wondered at. If on the one bhand
we should protect manufacturers by a tariff,
and allow them to extraet from their cus-
tomers higher prices for the manufactured
goods than they would pay under freetrade,
and if, on the other hand, we give a bounty
to all other people who are doing nothing, 1
should like to know

Mr. Lambert: Scientifically all moneys
that are used to protect secondary industries
should be returned to the primary indusértes
to nmssist them. -

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
really more than I ean quite see through,

Mr. Lambert: All the revenue you take as
the result of protecting a secondary indus-
try, should be retnrned by way of a bounty
or otherwise to the primary industry to also
help it along.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wish
that eounld be brought about. It would be
interesting for the ) rimary producer to have
the 40 million pounds, which is collected
through the Customs by the Commonwealth
Government. Of course it is impossible to
henefit all people by the tariff; someone has
to pay. The primary producers are largely
paying by reason of the tariff. Western
Australia has spent a great deal of money in
providing transport and other facilities to
keen the industry going. We have over
1,000 miles of railways through the gold-
fields areas and very little business results
from them. If mininz could be revived, it
would again become a paying proposition.
Then we have a non-paying water scheme.

Mr. Lambert: Yon had a sinking fund of
3 per cent. spread over a period of nearly
20 years. That was unprecedented.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The gen-
eral taxpayer contributed largely to the eost.

Mr. Lambert: Yes, but the debit balance
ha= heen in favour of the goldfields.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Against
the people of the State. A tradesman can-
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not manage to live altogether on the indirect
gain; he must have some regard for the
losses. The goldfields have had to pay a
high price for their water, but a year or twoe
agy we reduced the cost by about £45,000
to the minves served by the Kalgoorlie water
scheme.

Mr. Lambert: The goldfields made it pos-
sible for the agricultural areas io get water
fromt Mundaring.

Mr. Thomson: It was not built for that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is also
used to supply Northam and other towns
ulong the route. We put millions of pounds
into our railways, and provided water sup-
plies and other works, which were neces-
sary to enable the industry to carry onm,
even when it was producing 8% million
pounds weorth of gold per annum., Last

year, however, the industry produced only

two million pounds worth, bui the services
are still heing operated.

Mr. Lambert: A fifih of the State’s in-
debtedness is invested there to-day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is s
diflicult thing for the Treasurer to find
money with which to earry on these services.
[ am sorry the gold production in onnces
is going down year after year. TIn 1913 divi-
dends to the amount of £750,000 were paid,
in 1923 to the amount of £73,000, and last
year to the amount of £124,000, due to a
hetter price being realized by the Gold Pro-
ducers’ Association.  The profits obtained
were apart from the returus for the gold
output last year. We ask the Federal Gov-
ernment to bonus this industry in order that
the mines now operating may carry on, and
others may be searched for and developed.
It was said in Vietoria the other day that
we had an auwriferous gold-bearing belt of
a thousand miles in length hy 150 miles in
width. I do not kmow that the first pros-
pectors had all the luck. They certainly
found all the rich mines which have been
found in the few years after the discovery
of gold. We have had nothing of a sensa-
tional character since then. I hope the Wil-
una field may prove a second Kalgoorlie,
but beyond that there is apparently no rich
field at present known to exist. We have
had prospectors out for years without their
meeting with any luck. Tt would pay the
Federal Government to contribute a eonsid-
erable sum of money annually so that the
auriferons helts of the State mayv be tested.
The Minister has just had the report of the
Royal Commissioner who was appointed to
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inquire into the wmining indusiry, 1 heard
the Commissioner say that the world’s wealth
depends for its gold upon 7 dwt. shows. I
was, therefore, surprised to hear the Minister
say that it takes 12 dwts. to pay in this
State. If we cannot get mines to return
more geld thau are at present heing worked,
the bonus will have to be more or less per-
manent. T do not see how we can go on
buying £4 worth of gold for £5 unless the
bonus will do some good and lead to the
opening up of new mines, except that it
will keep the mines whieh have produced all
the wealth in the past in working eondition.
According to the figures, £28,000,000 has al-
ready been paid in dividends, but that has
all gone and most of the mines are caiTying
on under difficulties. I am glad the matter
is being discussed. The tariff does emne
under consideration now. The debate has
brought home to us as never before that the
tariff is responsible to an extent for the un-
fortunate position of the industry.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There are aiso other
causes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
the tariff i one of the causes. The member
for Coolgardie pointed out that the tarifi
not only inereases the price of commoditics
but the eost of living. It makes it impera-
tive to pay higher wages than would other-
wise be necessary to enzble men to live in
comfort. A high tariff means high wages,
and higher cost of mining. 1t affects the
industry in a hundred ways. Ewverything
we buy and have transported te the fields
must be transported at greater cost.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There has been no
evidence to show that wages have had any
influence.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
agree that the tariff does not make the cost
of living high.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: That is what 1 say.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every-
thing that n man wenrs is heavily taxed.
The house # wan lives in is made to cest
more because of the tariff, not hecause the
materials for the house are imported, but
hecause the <ost of everything is higher
through the tarifft. The disadvaniage comes
from s0 many directions that it is impossible
to caleulate the influence it has over the cost
of production. The ventilation of this ques-
tion brings home to us the disadvantages of
high protection. Tt shows clearly what the
primary producers are soffering from.
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Myr. Lambert: Not so wuch the bigh pro-
teetion as discriminate protection.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: Apart
from the £3,000,000 we paid in ¢ustoms and
excige duty last year, we imported £6,000,000
worth of goods from the other States, and
nearly £5,000,000 of manufactured goods, in-
eluding those that came from overseas.

Mr. Lambert: The Argooauts have sug-
gested boycotting all Eastern States goods.

Houn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know whether thev have done so or not
The tarift is cosling the ecountry many
millions, It would be very much better if
the tariff were made lower, so that we might
bave more money witk which to carry on the
affairs of the country. Just now the Federal
Government are {aking from us enormous
amounts in revenue.  Machines ‘that ecost
£100 are to-day costing ncarly £300. The
producers, including those connected with
mining, have to pay more for everything they
require beeause of the tariff. It is, I sup-
pose, only reasonable that the mining people,
who are particularly active and energetie,
should he demanding something of their own
back. The payment of hounties is a matter
for the Federal Government. Tast year they
paid to one indusiry and another about
£455,000 in this way. There is no sugar
bounty just now. The monecy that goes to
the sugar industry comes from & different
source. L suppose the member for Cool-
gardie will say there is no reason why there
shoutd not be a gold bonus toe, Whilst I
know that the Premier is expecting to receive
some measure of justice from the Disabilities
Commission, and.that the Federal Govern-
men have given us money with a fairly
generous hand doring the past 12 months,
and have promised to help us in our agri-
cultural work, I see no reason why their at-
tention should not be called to the possibility
of assisting our gold-mining industry, I
hope this will not in any way interfere with
the amount which might come to us as a re-
sult of the Disabilities Commission. If they
had returned fo us the surplus received sinee
1910 we shounld have been able to look after
our own affairs. If they had collected only
a veasonable amount of revenue from the
States, suffieient to earry on what we regard
gs their legitimate functions, we could
still have been in a position to assist our
own primary producers. Since the Federal
Government elected to collect from us so
much revenue, and since we are mot per-
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witted to pay buunties ourselves, we ean at
least draw their attention to the fact that
uzsistimee to 1he gold-mining industry would
memn a preat deal to Western Australia. It
is a piry that we iake from the people
through customs and excise to such an ex-
tent ithat we should have to ask the Govern-
ment {o prop up industries because of the
disadvantages deliberately caused by the acls
of Governmenl. | do not know if the Pre-
mier will feel it his duly (0 do what he says
the Federal Government ought to do if they
fail to respond to this request. I refer to
the payment of £1 an ounge on gold produe-
fiou. T do not know whether this House
would agree Lo stating the amount that ought
to be paid, or whether the Premier will feel
it liix duty il the reyuest is refused to pro-
vide this assistance,

The Premier: I have no doubts about the
matter.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
more pleasant to be able to say to other
people, “Pay, pay, pay,” than to have to
face the question of considering the pay-
ment here.

The Premier: The people who caused the
injury should provide the remedy.

Mz, Thomson: That is the point.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
know that it iz. The method by which the
injury has heen caunsed should be carefully
considered. The people responsible for the
imposition of the tax should take into con-
sideration the fact that gold to a mueh less
extent than agrienlture is being hit hard by
an unneceszarily high tariff.

The Premier: The State has given sub-
slantial assistance for many years by way of
water supplies, railways, mining develop-
ment and in other directions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of eourse
we have. Weo have done all that could be
expected to do. It our finances had been in
a more buoyant eondition we wonld have
rendered even more asgistance to the indus-
trv. We have probably rendered more as-
sistanca than our fremendous deficiis really
admitted of.  There is no doubt that the
people of Weslern Australia are willing to
assist the industry and to recognise the value
of it.

The Premier: Do they?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They do.
They know what the gold yield has meant
to this couniry. It altracted people who
rame here and ultimately hecame permanent
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citizens. 1t we could develop another grea!
mine we would ugain attract population and
would probably get out of all our difficulties.

Mr. Lambert: I think there is little doubt
ubout that at Wiluna,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
that the hon, member will prove to be right.
We all know the value of gold mining to
the State and if we could bring our gold
production to half what it was in the past,
it would be a great thing for us.

MR. THOMSON (EKatanning) [9.2]: [
have been in Parliament for 11 years, and
particularly when discnssing the Estimates
and during the Address-in-reply debate in-
variably the gold mining industry bas been
referred to. Everyone has expressed « wish
to arrest the dectine of that industry. On
this particular oceasion the Hounse is asked
to give a decision on a iotion that may
prove ultimately to be beneficial to the min-
ing industry without costing the State any-
thing directly in cash, Briefly the position
is that we have a system of bounties that is
a vicious one. The vicious cirele is on
account of the high protection accorded other
indusiries. As mentioned by the Leader of
the Opposition £450,000 was doled out last
year to bolster nup industries, the majority
having suffered from the effeeis of the high
taviff. If there are two industries that have
suifered they are gold mining and agricul-
ture. We stand on all fours on that ques-
tion. No ont can deny that the high tarif!
has dealt harshly with the gold mining indua-
try. If we look at the position regarding the
Collie mines, we see that the price of coal
has heen raised and the people engaged in
that industry have heen able to earry on.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The trouble i#
that with the gold mining indusiry the out-
put deelined and that hampered efforts.

AMr. THOMSON: That is so, and in addi-
tion the price of gold is on a fixed standard.
While costs may incvease, it is impossible
to increase the value of gold heyond the
standard price. That iz where thes: inter-
ested in gold mining have been handicapped.
However, the resolution before us may be
agreed to, for while we onpose the principle
of honuses and hounties, we recognise that
this is the only way in which the goll min-
ing industry can be assisted. T intend to
vote for the resolution hoping that the Fed-
eral Government will decide to give some
measure of relief. The motion is quite open
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and does not define the assistance that shoutd
ba rendered by the Federal authorities. It does
not say whether it shall be by way of the
payment of £1 per ounce or on the tonnage
basis, We leave that to the judgment of the
Federal authorities. We recoguise that the
positwon has been created by the high duties
imposed by Iederal Government which
bave forced up the cost of mining
materials, and ic turn, the effect has heen
to advance the cost of living directly
and indirectly, while wages have been
increased correspondingly. In these cir-
eumstances 1t 1is reasonable that the
Commonwealth should give favourable con-
sideration to the proposal. The Leader
of the Opposition intimated that he hoped
as a result of the report of the Federal Dis-
abilities Commission we would get a certain
amount of money for Western Australia.
That will he somewhat in the same category
as the bounties are given, for the Federal
Government will continue to take three mil-
lions or more out of the pockets of the
people and then hand baeck £200,000 or
£300,000 and say that we shounld be thankful
to them for their generous treatment, al-
though theyv robbed us in the first place.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The system is
rotten.

Mr. THOMSON: 1t i3 ahsolutely vicions,
and while T am not in favour of high pro-
tection, 1 shall vete for the motion for the
reasons [ have set out.

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (llonorary Minis-
ter—Hannans) {9.7]: As I represent a
goldfields constituvency I naturally agree
with the resolution. I believe it will have
influence, not so much in assisting eompanies
already in existence, as it will in regard to
the prospectors who will be encouraged to
go ont and do more prospecting, and by that
means, perhaps, open up new gold mines.
Many of the existing companies in Western
Austratia—I do not put them all in the
same category—do not deserve any assist-
ance of this deseription. I well remember
three years ago, when an award of the court
was given granting an increase of practic-
allv 3s. per day to the men working under-
ground, that inecrease was looked upon hy
the mining magnates as disastrous to the in-
dustry. They broadeasted throughout the
Stete and throughout Australia towards the
end of that 12 months, that if they got a
reduction of 2s. per day in the wages of the
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employees, it would lead ¢ an inerease of
about 1,000 in the number of men employed.
That statement was made during the period
known as the gold steal in Western Aus-
tralia. 1t was when the Commonwealth
Government commandeered the whole of the
output of our nunes at the standard price.
The agitation started after that period ended
and lhe mining magnates were then per-
mitted to negotiate with other e¢ountries for
the sale of their product. The result was
that they got the world’s parity for their
gold. For some considerable time the gold
produced in Western Australia was sold at
£2 above the normal value. Strange to say,
while it was at the top price, not only did
the mining eompanies get a reduction of 2s.
per day that they asked for, but they got
more. First they received a reduction of 1s.
and later on another of 1s. 6d., making the
deduction per day 2s. 6d. as against 2s.
which they asked for. On top of that, the
mines adjacent to the goldfields water scheme
received generous assistance from the State
Government by way of a reduction in the
price of waler to the extent of £45,000 a
year. Despite all that, the mining com-
panies put off men instead of employing
more. Now they tell the country that if
they get back the standard and receive the
gold bonus it will mean a wonderful in-
crease in the number of men em-
ployed on the mines. Western Aunstralia is
entitled to some assistance from the Common-
wealth Government in the inierests of the
gold mining industry and 1 helieve that if the
bonus is provided, we will have beneficial re-
sults from prospectors opening up new areas,
I admit that some mines have done exception-
ally well. Some have struggied under very
adverse circumstances, and they are abso-
lutely deserving of the gold bonus. One mine
I would mention is the Sons of Gwalia.
They encountered ill fortune. Their plant
was burnt down, but subsequently erected
an up-to-date one. They have done every-
thing possible to make ends meet and they
are doing so to-day. They deserve every
eredit for what has heen done and if the
gold bonus is provided, there should be a
greater revival.

Mr. Heron: There will be a 20-head bat-
tery there.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: In other districts,
I believe that unless there is an alteration in
the management, we will not have any bene-
fit even if the gold bonus is granted. I trust
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the House will agree to the resolution unani-
mously and that it will result in benefit to
the State.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [916]: This
is more or less in the nature of a pious
hope and it does not seem to me that
the matter meed be thrashed out to any
great length. At the same time [ cannot
allow the House to approve of the resolu-
tion without stating that 1 am against it.
All the people who have referred to it here
or in the street or elsewhere have favoured
the proposition in rather an apologetic
tone. They have admitted that we have
suffered grievously in Western Australia
from what they term the Commonwealth
tariff ran mad. They have suggested that
their sufferings are due to the tariff, but
at the same time they say that it is impes-
sible to get away from that and, therefore,
they say, “We will join in the plot with the
rest of them.” They say that the sugar in-
dustry is subsidised by the Federal Govern-
ment and that they disagree with the prin-
ciple, but instead of putting their shoulders
to the wheel to get rid of it, they agree to
ask for a similar bonus to e given to the
gold mining industry. That may be sount
reasoning, but to my mind it is immoral
reasoning, which in the end ¢annot but work
harm against ourselves. I am not prepared
to admit that the policy of Australia is pro-
tection run mad, the existing type of protec-
tion that we have—although, of course, many
people will say that protection is protection
run mad from the moment it starts. How-
ever, | am not prepared to agree that, be-
cause this Federal Government tnd their pre-
decessors and even their successors believe in
this type of protection, therefore we are con-
demned to it for the rest of the life of Aus-
t alia. One can never expect immediate re-
su'ts from an agitation to effect politieal re-
form in any country. It took 30 or 40 years
of most earnest, zealous and skilful work to
wire out the corn laws in England, and I
have no doubt when the first advocates of
that great reform lifted up their voices, they
were voices crying in the wilderness; and
that they were told, just as w-day the Min-
ister for Agrieulture tells us, that it was per-
fertly hopeless to expect any result, that the
settled policy of England was protection for
the growth of corn. However, they kept on,
and got their result in the end. Now, 30 or
40) years is a very short period in the life
history of a nation, and if we keep on with
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efforts to effect that reform and do effect
something in 50 years, I should say we were
doing pretiy well. The statesman or Gov-
ernment not preparad to embark un a poliey
that will not show results for five or ten
years is short-sighted. So if, in spite of our
views that what we in Western Australia
are suffering from is tarif run mad, we are
going to say, “Because we cannot get rid of
that to-morrow we shall ask to have this bad
policy extended,” we are putling beyond our
grasp any possibility of effecting the real
reform that will enable this cunntry to pros-
per. With all respect to those members who
have spoken, it appears to me that they are
too muech inclined to personifv the mining
indusiry. They think of it as au abstract pro-
position, and it grieves them to see it
dying. Just a5 some peole grieve seriously
to find the Eskimo race dying out, in the
same way there is here that tendemey to
think of the mining industry as a person,
and to shed tears over its gradual decline.
For my part, I will have no tears to shed
over the decline of mining in the abstract,
provided the people engaged in that industry
do not die, but prosper in some more per-
manent sphere of life.

Mr. North: From gold to coal.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, or from gold to agri-
culture. The change from gold to agricul-
ture has been a remarkable one during the
last 10 or 15 years. When people complain
that the advance of population and pros-
prerity in Western Australia has not been so
great as it should have been during the last
15 years, we should remember that during
that time a very great industry has deelined,
notwithstanding which the population and
prosperity of Western Australia have not
declined. I say that if we have merely held
our own during that period it has been a
wonderful thing to have done.

Mr. Lambert: Have you made up your
mind that the resources of the mining in-
dustry are exhausted?

Mr. DAVY: Certainly not. Every mem-
ber here thinks, as Sir James Mitchell said
to-night, that it would be remarkable if in
that unique belt of auriferous country there
was only one Golden Mile, It seems To me
that if it is not Wiluna, it is going to be
somewhere else some time.

Mr. Lambert interjected.

Mr. DAVY: But the discovery of. the
Golden Mile did not depend on the payrhent
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of a gold bonus. What it depended upon
was the gambling spirit deeply rooted in
buman nature. People do not need any en-
eouragement to go pold mining; what they
need is a little spave cash, a lot of enterprise
and the desire to get rich quickly. However,
I do net wish {o lahour the point. Feeling
as 1 did, T veulised thai it would he wrong
for me to allow this motion to be earried
wnanimously, hecanse T am not with it.

Question put and passed.

Resolution adopted, and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

BILL—GROUP SETTLERS ADVANCES.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from an earlier stage.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (XNw-
tham} [9.22]: The Bill provides that group
settlers and other persons who have had ad-
vances from the Government shall not be re-
quired to secure by a bill of sale the chattels
from the purchase of which sueh advances
were made. . Under the Industries Assistance
Aect it is necessary that everything paid for
by the Government should remain a§ security
for the advance without a hill of sale, and
merely by keeping a register of the transac-
tion. That is a very good way of doing it,
for ii suves ihe settler the expense of the
bill of sale. | do not Lhink the Minister for
Lands would be justified in doing other than
he is doing, and 1 feel sure the House will
agree to the Bill. LUopder the Bill moneys
advanced to group seltiers for the purchase
of stock and machinery and chattels shall he
secured by those chatlcls and stoek, just as
they would be if the Government took a bill
of sale over them. I thought they were so
secured without the Bill, and I feel sure Mr.
McLarty thought so too.  However, it is
better to have the Bill. The prineiple is
quite right, for the settler will not be put
to any unnecessary cost. In the early stages
of any form of lsnd settlement assisted by
the Government, practically everyibing is
paid for by the Government. It follows that
the Government must be protected. If the
group setiler with his own moncy should buy
cattle, machinery or chattels, of course he
will not be a party to the security held by
the Government.

The Minigter for Lands:
vides for that.

The Bill pro-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hoen. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: ! know
the Minister proposes that the Bill should
operate only wnntil the settler is free from
egroup conditions. Alter that the seeurity
will be to the Agrieultural Bank, and given
in the ordinary way. However, | notice
the Minister fakes security over the growing
crops. He needs te give some consideration
to that point, for when the group settler
grows potatoes and similar erops they must
be marketed. It may happen that the Gov-
ernment advance to the settler the cosi of
tiie fertiliser used for the putting in of the
¢rop. On the other hand, if the Government
have advanced money only for the purchase
of cattle, and the settler grows a erop of
potatoes, although the Goverument have not
coniributed a penny towards the raising of
{he potatoes the erop will be a security to
the Government. The Minister., I know,
does not mean that.

“The Minister for Lands: The Bill does not
niean it either.

Hon., 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
it does. I shall be glad if the Minister will
put throngh the second reading to-night and
defer the Committee stage until to-morrow,
in the meantime getting an assurance from
the Parliamentary Draftsman that the posi-
tion is clear.

The Minister for Lands:
surance now.
will read it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Clause 5
provides that a group settler or other person
is a man in possession of land under the
ordinary conditions of settlement, that’'is to
say, & man with a conditional purchase
lease.  But a group settler has merely a
permil to oecupy, Which is a very different
thing, The Bill will apply only to people
wlo are on special settlement areas. Tt may
bhe under group settlement, or it may be, as
on the Peel Estate, where a number of the
settlers are under Agrieultural Bank condi-
tions. I do mot think the Bill will neces-
sarily apply to them. However, it will be
convenient to bave anthority under the Bill
to make advaneces without a bill of sale. The
Minister, of conrse, does not wish the Bill
to apply where the I.A B. or the Apricultural
Bank can do the work. Although it seemsa
to me that this elause does so provide, thae
Minister says the Solicitor General has as-
sured him that my interpretation is wrong,
and that the clause refers omly to group
settlers and to those on any special settle-

I have that as-
I have a minnte here, and
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ment aren. The group settlers are getting
cash Lrom the Government, and I take it,
are paying cash for their purchases, and it
will only be when they are producing and
selling goods that they will need to be re-
lieved from the provisions of this measure
and conte under the ordinary Agricultural
Bank conditions. 1 support the second
readingr,

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.32] :
When the Minister for Lands was moving
the second reading ! felt afraid that we were
about to be faced with a request for another
board like the I.A.B., which, instead of
sirengthening the Agricultural Bank, in some
instances undermined ifs security. This was
due to the [.A.B. advancing money to clients
who were involved with the Agrienltural
Bank, and it led to a great amount of nn-
pleasantness and trouble. 1 hope the day
is not far distant when the §.AB. and the
Agrieultural Bank wiil be consolidated and
worked as one institution. * Under this Bill
I trust it is intended to deal oply with the
goods and chattels supplied by the Govern-
ment, but L wish to bave an assurance on
that point. (lanse 2 refers to erops raised
on a holding "while growing and afterwards
when cut or severed from the soil.” If a
group settler cultivated a plet in his spare
time and purchased bmrr clover and grew a
crop, the crop should be the property of
the group settler. If a man bas cows of his
own, he should be entitled to deal with themn
a8 he thinks fit. The question is whether
such a settler will td himselt under this
measare in the same position as the men
under the T.A.B.,, who, as T stated when the
Bill was under discnssion, had not a -oul
to call their own, because nothing on the
property bhelonged to them. I hope such a
state of affairs will not apply under this
measure. | want an assuranee that this Bill
will not involve the ereation of a new board.
It is essential that the Government should
be secured for the money and goods advanced
to group settlers. It wonld not be right if
other individnals could take possession of
goods which the Government have advanced
to settlers. At the game time it wonld not
be Tight to discouvrage the energetic man
into doing no more than the regulations eom-
pelled him to do.

The Minister for Agrienlture: He has the
inducement to produce all he ean and pay
off his liability as quickly as possible.

Mr. THOMSONXN: Sneh men aunght to be

Y

encouraged. amd we must be carvetul not to
remove the incentive tor them to utilise their
spare time to thewr vwn profit.

THE MINISTER I'OR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Apgwin—Novth-Bast Fremantle—in
reply} .38 : 1 «lo not' think there need he
any fear of an additionnl hoard being set
up; in faet, the provisivns of the Bill will
reduce the work of the board already dealing
with gronp settlers. Over 400 bills of sale
have already beun registered, and as hill« of
sale will no longer be necessary, the imeasure
will have the effect of =aviuy instead of add-
ing to the work of the department. In reply
to the Leader of the Opposition, L have a
minute from the Solicitor General that pmts
the position clearly, Tt reads—

Thig Bill extends to the advitiees by the Lands
Department simtlar provisions 2s reganls the
rogistration of the Government seewrity teo
those which have worked satistuctorily uander
the Indusiries Assistance Act for the last 10
years, and which are also contnived in the
Discharged Soldier Settlement Aet, The
statutory security only extends to the chaitels
which have actoally been supplied by the tiov-
ernment, and to the crops that huve been raiced
by the expenditure of Government moncy.

Myr. Themson: That is the point 1 wanted
vou to clear up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 'Lhat is
a clear answer to 1. T agree with the hon.
member that to a cerlain extent some of the
LAB. clients have been tied up as regards
their trading, and eonsequently have not been
uble to et ontside eredit hecause the whole
ol their erop roeeels had to be poid in to
the F.AIL This aneasure will not operate
in that way. Tr is merely for use during the
period while we are -ettling these people on
the Tand.  Onee they are transferred to the
Agrienltural Bank wnder a morigage, the
Agricultuwral Bank will take the whole re-
sponsiility,  Meevhile, if we are to con-
rinne ~etileent. it s necessary that the
State <honld be protected in regard to the
mones <pent on hehalf of settlers.

Hon. ¥ James Mitehell: This &= veally
intendled to help <ettlers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Oppuosition referred to uther
settlers. T have no desire 1o he placed in
the position of heing pressed by members
of Parliament to zrant assisfance to other
settlers for whom the Government are not
taking vesponsibility under the migration
agreement.  [f poszible, T want 10 wer the

money at 1 per cent. mstead of 6 per cent,
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I put that point to the Solicitor General and
he advised me that it was necessary to make
the clause apply to other than group settlers.
He pointed out that there might be other
areas which it would be desirable to settle
in the same manper, and that unless pro-
vision were made under this Bill, it would
be impossible to take security in the same
way. The Bill contains the safeguards
necessary to protect the State. I did not
think such a measure would be necessary.
The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
that it would make our work much easier.
I was hoping that in the shorf space of time
prior to the Agricultural Bank taking charge,
there would be no necessity to protect the
interests of the State by special legislation.
However, when traders endeavour to block
the State from obtaining security over stock
and equipment provided by the Government,
simply because they had allowed settlers to
get into debt, it is time to introduce legis-
lation to protect the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Anyhow, the
Government would be a preferential creditor.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
stock and equipment belong to the State. It
would be too costly for group settlers to
enter into hire purchase agreements and pay
for the registration.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It would be
cumbersome.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
doubly expensive.

Hon. G. Taylor: This is the most
effective way of dealing with it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not only
is there expense aittached to registering
hire agreements, but the cost of mortgages
and transfer to the Agricultural Bank.
Dual charges would thus he involved. We
want the work to be carried out as simply
and cheaply as possible, consonant with
protection for the funds of the State. I
hope the Bill will be put through early.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.
Clauge 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Advances for chattels, ete., to
be a charge thereon:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T under-
stand the Solicitor General says this clanse

[ASSEMBLY.)

is properly worded, but it does not seem to
me to be quite clear. Apparently the only
interest the Minister will have in a erop
will be that which is grown with the aid of
State funds. Crops grown by settlers in
their spare time would not come under this
clause. If it were so worded as to refer
only to erops grown from Government ad-
vances, it would be safe to pass it. These
settlers must be allowed to market crops
they grow at their expense.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
elause applies only to advances made for
the purposes set out in it. It only deals
with money advanced by the State. If a
man puts in a crop by spare-time effort,
and nothing has been advanced upon it by
the State, the crop would belong to him.
The elause does not apply to the butter,
milk and eggs produced hy the settler. In
some cases on the groups the Government
have paid for the seed and manure, put in
the erop and paid sustenance, but the re-
sultant crop hds been sold and the depart-
ment have had no return. In other eases
there may be a good pasture on a block
and the cows belonging to other settlers
have been depastured there. Agistment
fees have been charged for such stock and
the fees credited to the owner of the block,
The eclause is very clear,

Mr. LINDSAY: In the groups some of
the blocks must be.pastured before others.
The agistment fees the Minister speaks of
have been charged against the owners of
these blocks as well as against the owners
of the stock depasturing there.

The Minister for Lands: The owner is
not charged.

Mr. LINDSAY: And the fee has not been
eredited to the individual block but to the
group as a whole. It is fair to put that
money to the group. The individual who
has had cows issued to him and receives a
cheque for eream, may have cows of his
own; and the Government would have no
mortgage over those cows, and therefore
would not e able to take the cheque for
ecreamn from him. Such a position hkas
occurred under the Industries Assistance
Board, and T would like the matter eleared
up. Take the case of a crop grown with
Government money and unsed to feed cattle
which are the private property of the set-
tler. Bettlers have stated that they saw
no reason for deing spare time effort, be-
cause eventually the Government wounld
charge the results of spare time effort.
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Hon. G. TAYLEOR: From what 1 have
heard here, I ain convinced that all the good
crops will be produced by overtime effort,
and that in the case of a settler who has
cows of his own and cows from the Gov-
ernment all the big milkers and eream pro-
ducers will be his own cows.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
member for Toodyay has made a statement
which is eontrary to what has been told me
by the deparimental officers. They have
assured me repeatedly that the cropping on
& holding is charged to the holding, and
that when cattle are put on a holding which
belongs to other members of the group, the
agistment charges are credited to the hold-
ing and not to the group; and that is only
fair, The group settiers have been officially
notified times out of number that any spare
time effort they do will not be charged on.
It is only work done by means of moneys
provided by the State that will be charged
¢n. It has never been intended to charge
the group settler in respect of work done
by him outside his eight hours. I know
gsomeone has been on the groups telling the
settlers that that will he done. On every
group I have visited I have stated definitely
that spare time effort work was the man’s
own, and his own entirely. It appears to
me that the clanse is perfectly clear.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would be possible to
make the clause harder and to deprive the
settler of that encouragement which the pro-
duction of small side lines—perhaps a few
eggs or a little butter—might mean; but
the ultimate result would be bad. In my
opinion the Government already have suffi-
cient security without the harsh and un-
conscionable eourse of charging small side
lines. 1 support the clause as it stands.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 shall
offer no Turther objection to the clause.
However, 1 sugzest to the Minister that it
is necessary for him to see that his officials
allow the crops, grown as the result of the
work and money of the group settler, to be
sold by him. Last year I saw pastures which
were not stocked. There are two ways to
destroy pasture—one is over-stocking, and the
other is not stocking at all. In the first year
non-stocking may not de much harm. I have
geen an example of pasture made by stock-
ing almost as soon as the pasture was up,
though in this ecase I do not advoeate that,

The Minister for Lands: We eannot get
sll the stock we want.
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Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Stock
can be had, and a beast to the acre eould be
fattened on the L.asture this year.

The Minister for Lands: I hope to get
20,000 head of stock brought in by the end
of the year.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Unfor-
tunately, owing to the want of rain, ewes
and lambs are selling at about half their
value.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One of
the first things I complsined of when 1 took
charge of the scheme was that no provision
had been made for stoek. Everyone wanted
to know why there was no provision for
stock. During the last 12 months we bave
bought 2,400 eows, and a lot of bulls and
horses. e also have a lot of sheep for
fattening on the settlements. T hope that
within the next month or two 3,000 head of
stock will be brought into the State.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
a very useful clause. Of course, we put stock
through the eountry and the Minisier has
reaped where I sowed. I could not reap be-
cause T had not been in office long enough
before the people decided that there must
be a change of Government.

The Premier: That is the trouble; we go
out before we have had an opportunity to
do things.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T am cer-
tain the Premier will. I assure the Minister
for Lands, however, that he can get a num-
ber of good dairy cows from the wheat belt -
to-day. 1t would be guite wrong to take
them if they were supplying factories, but
I helieve there is net much dairying in the
paris 1 refer to and a good number of eattle
are available.

The Minister for Lands: The Government
are running the butter factory at Northam
and we are not going to rob that institu-
tion!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Years
ago, when I was in faveor of buying cows
and bringing them to the State, the Minister
for Lands thooght T was wrong.

The Minister for Lands: No, T did not.

Mr. Thomson: That was when you were
called “Moo-cow Mitehell”

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, that
title is now passing to the Minister for
Langds.

Hon. . Taylor: Moo-cow Angwin!
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Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Cows are
being killed in the eountry to-day that should
be kept for dairy purposes, and T assure the
Minister that he can get cows the owners of
which are not supplying cream to established
factories.

Clause put and passed.
Clauzes 3 to J—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Rill veported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjonrned at 10.15 p.m,

Aegislative Council,
Wednesday. 26th August, 1933,
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The PRESIDENT inok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND ACGENCY CO.
LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

Select Committec’s Report,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
broaght up the veport of the select committee
appeinied to inquire into the Bill,

Report read. _

Hon. .J. XICHOLSOX moved—

That the consideration of the report be
made an Order of the Day when the Uil is
. Committee.

Question put and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Giroup Settlers Advances.

2, Land Tax and Yneome Tax Aet \mend-
ent.

Received from the Assembly.

ASSENT TO BILL,

Message frowm the Lientenant-Governor re-
veived and read notilving assent to the Sup-
ply Bill (No. 1), £1,013,500.

MINING INDUSTRY—GOLD BONUS.

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fving that it had eoncurred in the Couneil’s
resolution.

QUESTION—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
DEEBATE.

Hon, J, W. KIRWAN (without notice)
asked the Colonial Secretary: When does
the Minister desire that the Address-in-reply
debate should he closed?

The COLONFAL SECRETARY replied:
As [ have mentioned to several members, it
is my desire that the debate should close
to-night. We have some important legisla-
tion awaiting consideration, and the debate
has nalready extended over several weeks, Tt
is not my desire to curb discussion in any
way, but T think we should be able to close
the dechate to-night, and I ask the co-opera-
tion of the House in that object. Of course,
the closing of the debate to-night could be
obviated if we were to‘sit to-morrow night
uat, having in view the convenience of coun-
try members, I do not wish to sit to-morrow
night.

QUESTION—LIGHT LANDS, REPORTS.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN agked the Col-
onial Seeretary: Will he lay on the Table
the progress reports of Mr. L. A. Bostock
on light lands?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
The file containing the reporis by Mr. L. A.
Bostoek on light lands is available for per-
usal by members at the Lands Department.
1t is necessary that the reports should re-
main in the department, as they are Fequired
for investipntions by a committee when
completed.



